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What’s New for 
Spring
At the Peralta Board of  Trustees December meet-
ing they selected Deborah Budd, Ed.D, as BCC’s new 
permanent president.  She has served as BCC’s interim 
president since June 2012.  Prior to her appointment 
last summer as the college’s interim president, Budd 
served as vice chancellor of  educational services for 
the Peralta Community College District and previously 
worked at BCC as vice president of  instruction.

The college community also welcomes Windy Franklin 
as the Programs and Services for Students with Dis-
abilities Coordinator/Counselor.  Prior to being select-
ed for this full-time position, Franklin was counseling 
part-time in for BCC’s PSSD department.  In addition 
to many years of  counseling experience, she is also flu-
ent in Spanish!

The ASL department is welcoming a new ASL 1 in-
structor, Gerardo Di Pietro.  Di Pietro, who relocated 
to the Bay Area from Seattle during the summer, is also 
working at the California School for the Deaf.  He has 
worked in a variety of  positions in addition to ASL 
instructor, including sign language model, storyteller, 
translator for theatrical productions and more.  

In addition to Di Pietro, Sandra Germinaro joined 
our staff  in November 2012.  Germinaro previously 
worked at CSD and is now teaching at BCC and 
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Bali’s Village of the 
Deaf
In One Corner of Bali, Both the 
Deaf and Hearing Speak the 
Same Silent LanguageO
By Aubrey Belford.  This article appeared in The Global Mail on March 
12, 2012 and is reprinted with permission. R

As the daylight slowly dies and the dragonflies 
    dance and dart, walking with Ketut Kanta  
     through Bengkala involves navigating a 
gauntlet of  Balinese village small talk.

Where are you going?  Who’s the visitor?  people ask as 
we weave through the alleyways.

Sometimes the chatter comes in the lisping lilt of  
Balinese, the language spoken throughout the island.  
The rest of  the time, the talk happens without a sound, 
merely a flick of  the hands and maybe a twist of  the 
upper body.

This is Kata Kolok, a language of  the deaf, unrelated 
to any other language, spoken or signed. It is, in a way, 
the dialect of  the village:  whether or not they can hear, 
most of  the more than 2,700 people here are fluent.

In the rest of  Bali – indeed in much of  the developing 
world, and especially in its remote villages – being born 
deaf  can be more profoundly isolating than others can 
easily imagine.  With no language and little chance of  
education, the world is not simply silent, it is utterly be-
wildering.  Frequently, deafness carries not just neglect 
but also a cruel stigma and separation from everyone 
around you.

On the northern slopes of  Bali, about four hours 

continued on page 13
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Deaf villager Cening Sukesti (left) talking to another villager using Kata 
Kolok as children, also deaf, play during school recess.

Photo by Aubrey Belford courtesy of The Global Mail
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Bali continued from page 1

Three Free Places to Park Your Bicycle in 
Downtown Berkeley.  1. BCC Bike Room.  Enter the 
building through the main doors and take the elevator on 
your left down to the ground floor.  Do not bring bikes up 
or down on the stairs.  2. Across the street from BCC at 
the City Garage.  Also FREE vehicle parking for 
people with disabilities available here.  3. At 
the Downtown Berkeley Bike Station at 2208 Shattuck Av-
enue, just beyond the intersection of Shattuck and Allston 
Way. Minimal fees may apply for night parking.  (510) 548-
7433 or bartbikestation.com. 

Information about local Deaf events is available 
at DCARA’s web site, dcara.org and click on “events”.  One-
time and on-going events are listed as well as a captioned 
movie finder.

ASL COFFEE SOCIALS
Antioch.  1st Friday of the month 7-11 pm.  Starbucks, 
5779 Lone Tree Way #G in the Slatten Ranch Shopping 
Center (across from Target).  For more information:   
melissachildcare@gmail.com.
Berkeley.  2nd Friday of the month, 7-10 pm.  Royal 
Grounds Coffee & Tea, 2409 Shattuck Avenue.  For more 
information: Daniel at pah_daniel@aol.com or Pam at 
pmbrawl@aol.com.
Livermore.  Every Thursday, 5-6 pm at Panama Bay 
Coffee, 2115 1st Street.  For more information: Elizabeth at 
eglaux@pacbell.net or check their facebook page.
San Francisco #1.  1st & 3rd Fridays of the month, 6:05-
9:05 pm.  Starbucks at 2727 Mariposa Street, near KQED.  
For more information:  sanfranaslclub@gmail.com.
San Francisco #2.  Every Thursday 6-9 pm.  ASL Cafe 
by Project Insight.  New location: Mission Playground 
Clubhouse, 3555 - 19th Street.  All ages welcome.  Free.  
For more information, including changes, cancellations, 
etc.: contactpi@sfgov.org or projectinsight.org.  
San Francisco #3.  Deaf LGBT.  1st Friday of the 
month, 6-8 pm.  Cafe Flore, 2298 Market Street, San Fran-
cisco (across from LookOut).  For more information go to 
http://sites.google.com/site/rlsdbayarea/calendar.  All 
hearing  and deaf LGBTIQ and straight folks are welcome.
Santa Rosa.  Meets every Sunday at 10 am at Aroma 
Roasters at Railroad Square on 4th Street.
Vallejo.  1st  Wednesday of the month, 7-11 pm.  Starbucks 
at 400 Lincoln Road East.  Contact:  tatobud@sbcglobal.net

Events & Announcements

continued on page 3

from the tourist-heavy south, Bengkala is a fascinat-
ing example of  a community that has spontaneously 
adapted to ease the burden of  deafness.

The village has its reasons for this.

According to local history, congenital deafness began 
showing up among village children eight generations 
ago, says Kanta, 55, a villager who has taken it upon 
himself  to lead the education of  local deaf  children.  
Five generations ago, the number of  deaf  exploded, 
a situation that has continued, likely because of  close 
intermarriage in the village.

Today, 44 villagers are kolok, or deaf  (33 of  them are 
currently living within the confines of  the village).  
With a high rate of  deafness, the indigenous sign lan-
guage has evolved and spread, aided by the uniquely 
close-knit nature of  Balinese life, where extended 
families live in walled compounds and are intimately 
tied to clans and, above that, powerful hamlet coun-
cils known as banjar.  Because each of  the village’s 12 
clans contains kolok, Kanta explains, most villagers 
know how to speak with them.  In daily life, the deaf  
are at little disadvantage.

“If  the deaf  and the hearing are interacting well with 
each other then it automatically becomes part of  the 
culture,” Kanta says.

By culture, Kanta means mostly religion — the 
Balinese variant of  Hinduism that permeates every 
aspect of  life through its elaborate, time-consuming 
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Made Ridianti, a deaf woman in Bengkala, on her way to give offerings 
at a village shrine. 

Photo by Aubrey Belford courtesy of  The Global Mail
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ASL MEETUP GROUPS
Berkeley/Oakland.  meetup.com/Berkeley-Oakland-
ASL-Meet/
San Francisco.  meetup.com/asl-294/

Vallejo Bible Church of the Deaf.  Sunday and 
Friday services.  1640 Broadway Street, Vallejo.  For more 
information: vallejodeafchurch@yahoo.com; vallejodeaf-
church.org

Hands On Travel tours.  Small group tours in ASL.  
Locations include: Thailand, Japan, Italy, Honduras, Mo-
rocco, France & Spain, Costa Rica, China, Russia, Finland 
and the Baltics, and Peru.  Hands On Travel has partnered 
with Aqua Hands to offer scuba tours!  For more informa-
tion and a listing of all tours go to handsontvl.com

The UC San Francisco Center on Deafness 
has changed its name to UCSF Deaf Community 
Counseling Services.  For now, you can still find them 
at uccd.org.  For more than 35 years, DCCS has provided a 
range of quality outpatient mental health services for indi-
viduals who are Deaf of Hard-of-Hearing, and their families. 
They also offer substance abuse services and school-based 
mental health services, as well as a range of other special-
ized programs.

Mozzaria.  A San Francisco Italian restaurant and pizze-
ria owned by a Deaf couple opened in 2011.  Restaurant fea-
tures a huge wood-fired oven imported from Italy.  Deaf and 
hearing diners welcome.  3228 16th Street (near Guerrero), 
SF.  Dinner Tuesday-Sunday; brunch Saturday-Sunday. 
(415) 489-0963, mozzeria.com.  See article at http://blogs.
kqed.org/bayareabites/2011/11/28/deaf-owned-mozzeria-
shows-signs-of-great-pizza-coming-to-the-mission/

Lunar New Year Luncheon.  February 2, 12:30-2:30 
pm.  Hosted by Bay Area Asian Deaf Association.  Le Cheval 
Restaurant, 1007 Clay Street, Oakland.  RSVP to Maria 
Tanya at baadapresident@gmail.com.  Pay at the door.  $30 
BAADA member; $35 non-member.

ASL Tour of Girl with a Pearl Earring Exhibit.  
February 23, 9 am.  de Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea 
Garden Drive, San Francisco 94118 (inside Golden Gate 
Park).  For more information: Rebecca Bradley,  Accessibil-
ity/ADA Coordinator, (415) 750-7645 voice or rbradley@
famsf.org.

Events continued from page 2
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and costly rituals.  While in the rest of  Bali the deaf  
are often shunted to the side, in Bengkala they play a 
special role in temple rituals.  Kolok in Bengkala are ex-
empt from paying many of  the compulsory fees levied 
on Balinese for temple ceremonies.  Kolok men, who 
from youth are trained in martial arts, are brought in 
to work as pecalang, or ceremonial guards tasked with 
keeping order.

“Sometimes during a ceremony there are drunks, or 
people who want to fight,” Kanta says. “Only the 
deaf  are truly brave enough to approach them and say, 
‘Don’t fight. If  you really want to fight, take me on.’”

The deaf  in Bengkala have their own form of  janger, 
a Balinese dance, keeping time by sight rather than by 
sound, Kanta says.  People travel from Bengkala to 
another village, Sinabun — from which many Bang-
kala people trace their ancestry — to bring offerings 
to a local deity who cannot speak.

While Kata Kolok is spoken in only one community, 
it is by no means a simplistic language, and it’s not 
the only of  its kind.  Around the world, there are 
fewer than a dozen village-based sign languages that 
have sprung up to accommodate the local deaf.  Kata 
Kolok is one of  the most intensively studied of  these 
languages and has been found to have a rich vocabu-
lary and unique grammar.
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Wayan Getar, a deaf man from Bengkala village, who uses Kata Kolok. 
Photo by Aubrey Belford, courtesy of  The Global Mail.

Bali continued from page 3

10th Annual Glimmer of Hope.  February 23,  
5 pm.  Marines Memorial Club & Hotel, 609 Sutter Street, 
San Francisco.  Gala “Dynamic Decade” benefits Deaf 
Hope.  Dinner and show tickets: $125/person or $225/
couple.  Show tickets only: $50/person.  (Layaway plan 
available.)  Information: deaf-hope.org or DeafHope@Deaf-
Hope.org

Deaf History Month.  Celebrated yearly March 
13-April 15 to observe the anniversaries of the following 
important events:  1) March 13, 1988—The Deaf President 
Now (DPN) movement made it possible for I. King Jordan 
to become the 1st deaf president of Gallaudet University 
in Washington, DC.  2) April 8, 1864—President Abraham 
Lincoln signed the charter authorizing the Columbia In-
stitution for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind, later renamed 
Gallaudet University.  3) April 15, 1817—the Connecticut 
Asylum for the Education and Instruction of Deaf and 
Dumb Persons, later renamed the American School for the 
Deaf, was founded in Hartford, Connecticut.

California Educators of the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Annual Conference. March 8-10, Marina 
Del Rey, California.  Open to teachers, paraprofessionals, 
interpreters, and families with Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
children from across California.  Information: http://cal-
ed.org/pages/2013conference.html

Murder Mystery Dinner.  March 9.  Save the date!  
Fundraiser for DCARA includes a scrumptious Italian 
meal and a mystery play where you are the detective.  To 
volunteer or for more information: jnewkirk@gmail.com

Deadline to petition for a certificate or 
degree.  March 22.  BCC students who are in their last 
semester can petition to receive a degree or certificate 
through the counseling department.  All paperwork must 
be complete and submitted to a counselor by March 22.  
Pick up paper work from Jennifer Lenahan in room 261 
prior to March 22.

Feast for the Eyes.  March 22.  California School for 
the Deaf, 39350 Gallaudet Drive, Fremont.

Association of Medical Professionals with 
Hearing Loss Conference. April 5-7.  Texas School 
for the Deaf, Austin, Texas.  Theme: “Diversifying the 
Future: Deaf and Hard of Hearing Healthcare Profession-
als and Interpreters.”  Includes networking opportunities, 
discussions on how to succeed with a hearing loss during 
school, training, and a career in healthcare. Opportunities

Events continued from page 3
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The language is distinct from both Indonesian Sign 
Language and spoken Balinese, but is constantly 
absorbing these influences — as well as drawing on 
Balinese life.  To tell directions, Kata Kolok, like all 
Balinese, use the holy Mount Agung and its relation 
to the sea as reference points. Ages and years are sym-
bolized by bending all five fingers and pointing them 
downwards, showing the annual monsoon.  Western-
ers, synonymous with tourists, are denoted by miming 
a long nose; East Asians, usually Japanese visitors, 
are described – in a symbol that would definitely fail 
to pass muster in any official sign language – by us-
ing the thumb and forefinger to close one eye into a 
squint.

When I visited Bengkala, the village was preparing for 
Nyepi, the Balinese New Year that is, aptly, ushered 
in with a day of  silence in which people stay confined 
to their homes.  At spots around the village stood 
two semi-finished ogoh-ogoh, terrifying effigies that are 
carried in noisy processions before being burned, 
symbolising renewal.  In Kata Kolok, the festival is 
described by the banging of  fists (the procession) and 
then a finger to the lips.  Throughout Bali the day 
of  silence is enforced, sometimes violently, by stick-
wielding pecalang guards.  In Bengkala, of  course, the 
deaf  also play a key role in making sure everything 
stays quiet.

Near one of  the unfinished ogoh-ogoh is Wayan Getar.  
He is 75 and looks fit and lean, thanks to the handy-
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A conversation in Kata Kolok.
Photo by Aubrey Belford, courtesy of  The Global Mail

Bali continued from page 4

to try different technologies that deaf and hard of hearing 
healthcare staff use (e.g., stethoscopes), and to discuss 
how to communicate with patients using interpreters and/
or CART. http://amphl.org/2013conference.php

Deaf Business Symposium.  April 19-21.  Ed 
Roberts Campus, 3075 Adeline Street #160, Berkeley.  For 
info:  Linda.Drattell@dcara.org or (510) 343-6678.

Douglas Tilden 5K/10K for Deaf Humanity.  
April 27 (tentative).  Peacock Meadows in Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco.  Organized by DCARA, San Francisco 
Deaf Club, California Association of the Deaf, Alliance for 
Deaf Bilingual Children & Deafhood Foundation.

Deaf Fashion Show.  May 11. Save the date.  DCARA 
event.

Jewish Deaf Congress.  May 30-June 2.  Washing-
ton, D.C.  “Reenergizing the Jewish Deaf Community.” 
Information: http://jewishdeafcongress.org

National Deaf People of Color Conference III.  
June 13-16.  Gallaudet University hosts triennial confer-
ence, Washington, DC.  All interested people welcome.  
Information: ndpc2013.com or NDPC@gallaudet.edu

Deaf Women United Conference.  June 19-23.  
San Antonio, Texas.  dwu.org

American Society for Deaf Children Biennial 
Conference.  June 26-29, Tucson, Arizona.  Arizona 
School for the Deaf and Blind.  Provides families with 
five days of information and fun!  Daytime workshops 
for parents while children participate in educational and 
recreational activities. Evening events bring families 
together, providing the opportunity to form new friend-
ships and peer support.   ASDC is a nonprofit parent-
helping-parent organization promoting a positive attitude 
toward signing and Deaf culture.  Information: Kelly 
Birmingham, conference chair, at kelly.birmingham@asdb.
az.gov or http://test.sweetwatermedia.com/asd/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&id=660:23rd-
biennial-asdc-conference&catid=91&Itemid=590

Hearing Loss Association of America Con-
vention.  June 27-30, Portland, Oregon. Information: 
hearingloss.org/content/convention.

National Black Deaf Advocates Conference.  
July 30-August 4.  New Orleans, Louisiana.  26th national 
conference.  Information: nbda.org/events/2013-nbda-
conference-new-orleans-la

Events continued from page 4
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man work, including fixing pipes and irrigation, which 
he does around the village.  Speaking through Kanta, 
who provides simultaneous translation, Getar is crack-
ing jokes, and doing it a little bluntly.

“If  someone comes from outside the village and can’t 
speak Kata Kolok, I think something’s wrong with 
their brain,“ Getar signs, grinning widely.

Deaf  people typically find it hard to communicate 
and retreat into themselves, he says.  Even here, some 
people are a little withdrawn.  But not Getar.

“I’ve never felt shy. My mind is good.  I’m confident.  
I introduce myself  to everyone who comes here,” he 
says.

Being included in village life doesn’t mean the world 
as a whole is open to the deaf  of  Bengkala.  Outside 
the village, Kata Kolok is not understood, and many 
deaf  here have had little or no education.

That is changing now.  In 2007, after attracting the 
attention of  foreign academics, the village primary 
school was designated an “inclusive” school and 
given a small shot of  funding by Indonesia’s central 
government and Bali’s provincial government, which 
provides scholarships to the deaf  children. A Dutch 
foundation that works with the deaf, Vrienden van 
Effatha, helps supply teaching materials and has pro-
vided a short-term grant for Kanta, who is the lead 
teacher for deaf  children.

Five deaf  children are taking classes at the school 
presently.  Part of  the time they are taught in a sepa-
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Bali continued from page 5

rate classroom and part of  the time in mixed class-
rooms, where Kata Kolok is used alongside Indonesian.

The government has allowed the school to teach the 
children in Kata Kolok, rather than solely Indonesian 
Sign Language, something that Kanta says is key to 
keeping the village here united.

“For a long time, the non-deaf  have been speaking 
Kata Kolok,” Kanta says “If  the deaf  here learn Indo-
nesian Sign Language, the others will find it hard to ac-
cept and the deaf  will be separated off  from everyone.”

The end of  primary school is a challenge though.  With 
little money, the village can’t afford to send children 
away to middle and high schools for further educa-
tion.  Right now the only option is sending children to 
another town for practical training to take jobs such as 
motor mechanics or masseuses, says Nyoman Wijana, 
the school principal.

So far the school relies on meager funding and grants 
from the government and abroad.  Wijana says he’d like 
for more tourists to pop in, visit and donate, but so far 
the village is largely obscure (the nearest resort town is 
Lovina, half  an hour away on Bali’s north coast).

“I’m from another village, Banyaning.  It’s a vast differ-
ence.  Here the kolok are very close to the community, 
and to me,” Wijana says.  “Where I’m from, I have a 
deaf  neighbor and they’re too shy to talk to me.  It’s as 
if  they’re closed off.”

Cening Sukesti, a 45-year-old kolok, has four children, 
three of  them deaf. As deaf  children including her 
seven-year-old son, Ketut Aryana, run around their legs 
during recess, Sukesti, Kanta and another kolok, Made 
Pindu, gesture frantically in a conversation about an-
other villager who had recently smashed his motorbike 
in a nasty accident.

I stand by, waiting patiently for Kanta to fill me in on 
what’s being said.  It’s a fascinating thought that pretty 
much anyone else in the village, deaf  or not, could join 
in the conversation.

“The deaf  and the hearing are their own separate 
groups,” Sukesti had told me via Kanta, just a moment 
before.  “But we’re not pushed off  to the side.  We can 
all associate with each other.”

Editor’s note:  For more information on other village sign languages being 
studied, you can check the Website of  the University of  Central Lancashire 
at uclan.ac.uk/schools/journalism_media_communication/islands/villag-

esign/projects.php.  Also, an article about a community of  Deaf  and hearing 
signers in Isreal appeared in this newsletter in spring 2007.  You can find 
the article at http://www.berkeleycitycollege.edu/wp/asl/files/2012/12/
Bedouin-Tribe.pdf

Deaf Visitors to Yosemite  
National Park Now Have Access 
to a Videophone
“As far as I know, this is the first VP to be installed in a 
national park,” says Jessica Cole, Deaf  Services Coor-
dinator for Yosemite National Park.  “Yosemite is the 
only national park I know of  that has an established 
deaf  program 
and a position 
for a Deaf  Ser-
vices Coordina-
tor.  Our pro-
gram has been 
in existence for 
33 years!”

Those inter-
ested in park 
information or requesting services can check out the 
department’s blog www.nps.gov/yose/blogs/deafser-
vices.htm, or contact Cole directly at (209) 222-3944 
or yose_deaf_services@nps.gov.  Cole says that even 
though other national parks may not have a full-time 
interpreter on site, as Yosemite does, they will make ev-
ery attempt to accommodate requests from deaf  visitors.

Cole worked with local Sorenson Communications 
Trainers for several months to obtain permission from 
federal park management and to create the neces-
sary conditions to install a VP.  “We have pay phones 
available for the hearing public in the park.  We have 
TTYs and voice amplification equipment available for 
deaf  visitors, but those types of  accommodations are 
outdated and, where we are located, cell phone service 
can be spotty.  Videophones have become the standard 
method of  communication in the deaf  community.  I 
think having a VP here in Yosemite is necessary to 
ensure equal access to communication,” says Cole.  The 
number of  deaf  visitors to the park each year varies 
from 50 to nearly 300.

To learn more about all national parks and the services 
available for the deaf  and hard-of-hearing community, 
visit www.nps.gov./pub_aff/access/hearing_impaired.
htm.
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Matthew Malzkuhn, a student in the Deaf Space project, displays a model of a deaf-friendly 
Gallaudet campus of the future, while architect and teacher Hansel Bauman looks on.  Also 
pictured is the banner with an emblem–a form of written ASL–created by the students to 
symbolize the concept of deaf space. continued on page 8

Deaf Space
By Todd Byrd, Gallaudet University Office of  Communications and Public 
Relations Staff.  Photos by John T. Consoli.  This article appeared in Gal-
laudet Today: the Magazine’s Spring 2007 issue and is reprinted with 
permission. 

A  yellow ball bounces down the steps of  Clerc 
    dormitory, out the door, and rolls across  
     Hanson Plaza.  Gaining momentum, it ca-
reens down the Lincoln Circle sidewalk and then turns 
at the Hall Memorial Building, cutting a trail across 
campus.  The ball symbolizes a Gallaudet student, but 
it is more accurate to say that it represents any deaf  
person, whose language and culture are best suited to 
an environment that, like the ball is spherical and free 
flowing.  

MJ Bienvenu, who earned her graduate and undergrad-
uate degrees at Gallaudet and is now the chairwoman 
of  the Department of  ASL and Deaf  Studies and co-
chairwoman of  the James Lee Sorenson Language and 
Communications Center (SLCC) Planning Committee, 
calls a three-year, student-centered Deaf  Space proj-
ect to explore the architectural needs of  deaf  people, 
“personally and professionally exciting.”  She asks, “If  
no one was using sign language, how could a visitor 
to Gallaudet know it is a university for deaf  people?”  
Not by looking at the buildings.  “If  you look at Gal-
laudet and at Harvard [University], both have dignified 

and prestigious buildings, but the two places are very 
different,” said Bienvenu.  So, what about the campus 
environment represents deaf  culture and experience?

The same question was asked earlier by campus con-
stituents serving on the SLCC Planning Committee.  
“We need a place of  identity, so we began looking at 
what deaf  space entails,” said Bienvenu.  Seeking an 
answer, the planning committee held workshops to 
develop a model.  Putting a finger on aspects of  the 
campus that are not conducive to deaf  sensibilities was 
easy–a stairway may appear aesthetically attractive, but 
prove to be a barrier to sign communication.  

Natural lighting, such as in the Jordan Student Aca-
demic Center (JSAC), is pleasing, but can be too harsh 
on sunny days and too dim when the sky is overcast.  
In these cases, artificial light can bridge the extremes.  
Blind spots in hallways at corners, or a door that is 
opened suddenly can prove hazardous to two signers 
engrossed in conversation.  “So, we had a great under-
standing of  what we wanted,” said Bienvenu, “but we 
needed an architect.”

Guidance in Interactive Design
Identifying exactly what constitutes deaf  space proved 
much more elusive than what does not.  So, a quest 
began for a definition.  At one workshop, committee 
members, deaf  faculty, students and administrators 
took pen and paper and set out across campus.

This inclusive group identified several 
qualities they would like to see enacted 
on campus:  more facilities like the 
SLCC that will connect campus groups 
and encourage interaction; architectural 
features that retain historical links to the 
past but incorporate a look to the future 
and eliminating potential barriers that 
wouldn’t be an issue for hearing people 
but impede conversation for deaf  people 
– widening narrow sidewalks and, when 
possible, replacing stairs with ramps.

Plans for a course to further investigate 
these concepts were first made public by 
architect Hansel Bauman, a speaker at 
the 2006 Graduate Hooding exercises.  
Bauman, whose business is based in 
California, is one of  the architects in the 
SLCC project due to his expertise in de-
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continued on page 9

signing academic buildings that foster interaction.

Bauman said the class is actually an outgrowth of  
the SLCC design process:  “We began to realize 
there are a lot of  benefits in using the concepts 
[of  open space and a deaf-friendly environment] 
that are being applied to the SLCC to all new cam-
pus facilities and renovations.”  

Bauman said that he and his brother, Dirksen 
Bauman, Ph.D., a professor in the ASL and Deaf  
Studies Department, Benjamin Bahan, Ph.D., also 
a professor in the department, and others from 
the deaf  community often have long conversa-

tions about the interaction between architecture and 
cultural studies.  

From these discussions, they conceived the notion of  hav-
ing these ideas developed through a course at Gallaudet.  
Former Provost Jane Fernandes and President Emeritus I. 
King Jordan agreed that the program had great potential 
and approved adding it to the deaf  studies curricula.

Hansel Bauman said it makes sense that this class is of-
fered through the Department of  ASL and Deaf  Studies.  
“Architecture is one of  the key ways a culture manifests 
itself  in the physical world,” he explained.  “Deaf  culture 
centers around the language.  The language has all the ele-
ments of  architecture – the spatial kinesthetic of  sign lan-
guage, the desire of  deaf  people for the visual access that 
open space affords – lend themselves to express the deaf  
way of  being.”  So, exactly what does that mean when it 
comes to designing a building with a deaf  person’s needs 
in mind?  “That’s what we’re working toward,” he replied.

Maluma or Takete?
Space that comprises free flowing, circular movements is 
associated with the anthropological term “maluma,” which 
conjures up images of  a soft, flowing aesthetic – the es-
sence of  deaf  language and culture.  

The opposite of  maluma is “takete,” a rigid, sharp, angular 
aesthetic.  When designing homes for a hearing person, 
for example, the architect is conscious of  the desire to 
create walls that enclose space – takete – which translates 
into a feeling of  security.  But in performing the same task 
for a deaf  person, the architect needs to be cognizant of  
the desire for visual access, which means fewer walls, and 
in their place “implied enclosures”– maluma.  This can be 
accomplished through designing partial walls that are less 
than floor-to-ceiling height, or using building materials 
such as clouded glass as an alternative to brick, concrete, 
or drywall to create rooms that afford privacy yet preserve 
a sense of  openness.  The strategic placement of  skylights 
and artificial lighting, and installing vertical glass panels 
next to doors are other ways that enhance the architectural 
aesthetic embraced by deaf  people.

The Deaf  Space class began in the fall semester with eight 
graduate students, and for the spring semester expanded 
to 12 students, two of  whom are undergraduates.  The 
fall semester class was six credits and combined two deaf  
studies classes – one on visual studies, taught by Bahan, 
and the other on cultural studies, led by Dirksen Bauman.  
Hansel Bauman co-taught in both classes.

Students and teachers in the class illustrate the cumbersome and 
potentially dangerous situations deaf people face when carrying 
on a conversation on a narrow sidewalk.  Students hope that 
wide pathways at the Kendall Green of the future, as well as off 
campus, acknowledge the differences in design required by the 
visual-spatial language of the deaf community.
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Deaf Space project class members (from left): Dirksen Bauman, instructor, students 
Robert Arnold, Robert Sirvage, Matthew Malzkuhn, Brooke Budzinski, Scottie 
Allen, Ryan Commerson, and Bridget Klein, and instructor/architect Hansel 
Bauman, demonstrate the ease deaf people have commuicating in a rounded, 
flowing space, an example of a design with “maluma” qualities.

Deaf  Space continued from page 8

continued on page 10

The theories on what constitutes deaf  space 
that were discussed by the students and their 
professors during the fall semester were applied 
to student life on Kendall Green.  Students 
paired up and analyzed each dormitory, docu-
menting through drawings and photographs 
what supported interaction and what didn’t.  

The students were given a practical applica-
tion:  the design for the Clerc dormitory, which 
is slated for an overhaul.  They presented their 
concepts to the architects and design team 
working on the renovation, and their ideas were 
incorporated into the design work.  

“So the students had a very direct and impor-
tant impact on the project,” said Hansel Bau-
man.  They also charted the development of  
Kendall Green since its founding in 1864.  

In addition, they conducted case studies of  other uni-
versities where students were afforded significant input 
in the architectural designs of  new buildings or renova-
tions, therefore giving them a sense of  belonging and 
ownership of  these facilities.

Like many college campuses, academics and day-to-day 
life lead separate existences on Kendall Green – the 
cafeteria and dormitories taking up the north sector 
of  campus and academics to the south.  While some 
people think it’s a good philosophy to separate the two 
functions, others feel that the separation detracts from 
the college experience and that life and study should be 
intermingled.  That concept gives the deaf  space class 
the challenge of  creating an environment that is more 
of  a community.  

Included in the university’s current facilities master 
plan – a list of  planned capital improvements projects 
through 2012 that is on file in the Washington, D.C. 
Office of  Planning and Zoning – is for Ballard North 
and West to be demolished and replaced with apart-
ment-style housing, and to replace the Hanson parking 
garage with a campus green, said Hansel Bauman.  “So, 
the university did have some foresight in deaf-friendly 
space,” he said.  

An idea generated by the students that is not in the 
master plan, he added is an additional student center, 
separate from the JSAC.  

“There is a feeling now that there is nowhere on 
campus that is welcoming,” he said.  “This would be a 

hub, a homey touch that would be a common gathering 
place.”

The students were able to test their theories over the 
spring semester in a studio – a former computer room 
in the basement of  Benson Hall – where they cre-
ated drawings and models.  Hansel Bauman displayed 
a model of  Clerc Hall, based on the student’s ideas.  
The design of  the ground floor gives the impression 
that it is part of  the surrounding landscape.  A ramp 
for wheelchair users leads to a second-floor entrance, 
lending barrier-free access to deaf  people walking while 
engrossed in conversation.  The ramp is symbolic of  
the “third person” in deaf  culture – typically, when 
three deaf  people walk together, two converse while 
the third acts as a guide, looking out for obstacles and 
charting the course.

Looking Beyond the Campus
Signing cafes.  Movies by deaf  filmmakers enjoyed 
while sipping cappuccino served by ASL-trained wait 
staff.  A visual media center showcasing the works of  
deaf  artists from around the world.  Housing for Gal-
laudet faculty, students with families, and deaf  senior 
citizens.  These are just some of  the ideas the Deaf  
Space students would like to see at “New Town at 
Capital City Market.”

The Council of  the District of  Columbia enacted leg-
islation last December [2006] calling for development 
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of  24 acres immediately west of  Kendall Green that 
is characterized by a market and wholesale businesses.  
Since Gallaudet owns about 3.7 acres of  the parcel, 
making it the largest landowner in the market project, 
the class wants to make the deaf  community’s needs 
known while development plans are being drawn up.

The students feel that the market and its close proxim-
ity to the New York Avenue/Florida Avenue/Gallaudet 
University Metro Station presents an ideal opportunity 

to enhance Gallaudet’s visibility.  They reason that the 
market is already a glorious potpourri of  languages 
and cultures, and representation by deaf  entrepreneurs 
should be added to the mix.  They foresee deaf-owned 
businesses, advocacy agencies for the deaf  community, 
restaurants and shops whose staff  know ASL, and 
art galleries and theaters for deaf  artists.  They also 
envision deaf-friendly green buildings that draw their 
electricity from alternative energy sources.

The Deaf  Space group also investigated ways the 
market project can meet Gallaudet’s housing needs.  
The results of  a survey they conducted show that only 
26 of  225 Gallaudet faculty live near the university.  
This means as soon as their daily teaching duties are 
done, faculty usually make a hasty retreat from cam-
pus.  While this may help them beat rush hour traffic, 
it prevents them from staying for evening events and 
interacting with the community.  Gallaudet students 

who are married and/or have families face a housing 
shortage.  The 36 apartments at the university are 
full and have a waiting list of  40.  And what about a 
place near Gallaudet for deaf  senior citizens to live 
among their peers?  The solution, the Deaf  Space 
students say, can be found by incorporating housing 
into the market’s planning.

Visualizing the Possibilities
While defining deaf  space is a work in progress, 
there is no question that the concept has jolted the 
imaginations of  the students who have taken the 
course.  It has inspired them to consider the possi-
bilities, using the power of  architecture as a catalyst.  
At presentations to the campus where they share 
their ideas, the atmosphere is electric with the ex-
citement they exude.  And it is contagious, as mem-
bers of  the audience come forth time and again to 
fuel their ideas.  They envision a new Gallaudet–a 
model place that will further its global role as the 
leader in deaf  education by becoming the leader in 
language, culture, the arts, and international devel-
opment.

What began as a study on deaf  space has evolved 
into thesis projects for some students.  For example, 
Matthew Malzkuhn is writing his master’s thesis on 
deaf  space in deaf  people’s homes.  Another gradu-
ate student, Thomas Halseth, completed his thesis 
on the Gallaudet library and its lack of  deaf  space 
design principles.

Malzkuhn’s research focuses on deaf  homeowners 
who are designing new homes or renovating existing 
ones, to document the ways they make their home 
environment “fit their deaf  ways of  being,” he said.

“Up until now, deaf  people usually were understood 
through two categories-education and language,” 
said Malzkuhn.  “Do these categories fully explain 
how we live our lives?  Do they tell us about deaf  
people’s cultural values?  They barely even scratch 
the surface. … These are some of  the questions that 
I am addressing through my thesis.”

The Deaf  Space project has given Malzkuhn food 
for thought about the deaf  community and the ways 
it expresses itself.  “When we look at other cultures 
and their habitats, we can learn a lot from just ex-
ploring the space they occupy.  How would that be 
different with deaf  people?  We have such unique-
ness in how we form our spaces.”  

Students and faculty in the Deaf Space project discuss the potential for incorpor-
ating facilities that cater to the needs of the deaf community in a proposal to 
renovate the market and wholesale area adjacent to campus.  Gallaudet is the 
largest landowner in the project.

continued on page 11
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He added that when classmates Robert Arnold and 
Ryan Commerson suggested a sign for deaf  space that 
comes from the French Sign Language sign for three-
dimensional, it dawned on him that deaf  people are 
“spherical people,” he said.  

“I hadn’t put much thought to that. … it (the deaf  
space symbol) shows that we communicate in a spheri-
cal way, using sign language… . We converse in a circle, 
we arrange ourselves in a circle–the list goes on.  It 
blew my mind.”

For other students, the Deaf  Space project offers a 
welcome chance to get in on a new study on an im-
portant yet overlooked aspect of  deaf  people’s lives.  
When Commerson first learned about the Deaf  Space 
project, he was anxious to become involved.  

“Deaf  people have never had a place of  their own in 
terms of  architectural ownership, so my interest was 
piqued by an opportunity to create a space that reflects 
our identity,” he said.

Commerson, a graduate student whose concentration is 
in cultural studies, finds it serendipitous that the pro-
gram began last fall when the university was embroiled 
in protest.  

“The protest was about leadership and university phi-
losophy.  As a result, we were faced with a challenge 
to revisit the academic rigor, shared governance, and 
history of  isolation from the academic community, so 
this project served as a perfect model to emulate in its 
innovative research and collaboration of  administra-
tors, faculty, staff, and students,” he said.

What struck Commerson after getting involved in the 

project was how deaf  people “intuitively and collec-
tively know what kind of  space reflects our identity and 
being.”  He said it was only a matter of  weeks before 
the class developed a set of  principles to guide it in its 
research.  “Personally, I’ve come to a conclusion that 
the deaf  space principles would benefit everyone all 
over the world, not just deaf  people, because humans 
are naturally collective and tactile,” said Commerson.  

“For me, the Deaf  Space project is just one more vali-
dation that being deaf  is truly a great thing; that being 
a visual-tactile oriented member of  a collectivist culture 
has something of  value that can be shared with the 
world.”  

Malzkuhn shares Commerson’s viewpoint on why the 
architectural principles of  deaf  space make sense in al-
most every design project, and adds, adamantly, “They 
are beyond practical.  They are absolutely necessary.”

Winston Churchill said, “We shape our buildings, and 
afterwards our buildings shape us.”  If  the spark that 
has started with the students in the Deaf  Space project 
becomes a flame, then the rising generation of  deaf  
leaders will certainly play a role in molding the future 
of  the deaf  community.

Will these ideas be implemented?  Who will invest in 
these projects?  Will they change the world?  Today, 
there are no answers, but the vision has been formed, 
and a dialogue has begun.

Editor’s note:  The SLCC was completed in 2008.  The 
Living and Learning Residence Hall 6 (LLRH6), another 
campus building project designed with Deaf  Space concepts, was 
officially opened in August 2012.  In addition to the use of  
Deaf  Space concepts, LLRH6’s design also incorporates a num-
ber of  sustainable features.  The building uses geothermal heating 
and cooling, has water-saving and high efficiency fixtures, recycled 
and local materials, as well as mechanical, electric, and plumbing 
systems that are focused on efficiency and controllability.  It is 
expected to receive a LEED Silver Certification from the U.S. 
Green Building Council, the same certification BCC has.

Deaf  Space continued from page 10

Does this scene illustrate maluma or takete?
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continued on page 13

What is Deaf Space?
Deaf  people inhabit a rich sensory world where vision 
and touch are a primary means of  spatial awareness 
and orientation.  Many use sign language, a visual-
kinetic mode of  communication and maintain a strong 
cultural identity built around these sensibilities and 
shared life experiences.  Our built environment, largely 
constructed by and for hearing individuals, presents a 
variety of  surprising challenges to which deaf  people 
have responded with a particular way of  altering their 
surroundings to fit their unique ways-of-being.  This 
approach is often referred to as Deaf  Space.

When deaf  people congregate the group customarily 
works together to rearrange furnishings into a “con-
versation circle” to allow clear sight lines so everyone 
can participate in the visual conversation.  Gatherings 
often begin with participants adjusting window shades, 
lighting and seating to optimize conditions for visual 
communication that minimize eyestrain.  Deaf  home-
owners often cut new openings in walls, place mirrors 
and lights in strategic locations to extend their sensory 
awareness and maintain visual connection between 
family members.  

These practical acts of  making a Deaf  Space are long-
held cultural traditions that, while never-before formal-
ly recognized, are the basic elements of  an architectural 
expression unique to deaf  experiences.  The study of  
Deaf  Space offers valuable insights about the interre-
lationship between the senses, the ways 
we construct the built environment and 
cultural identity from which society at 
large has much to learn.

The Deaf Space Project
In 2005 architect Hansel Bauman (hbhm 
architects) established the Deaf  Space 
Project (DSP) in conjunction with the 
ASL Deaf  Studies Department at Gal-
laudet University.  Over the past five 
years the DSP developed the Deaf  Space 
Guidelines, a catalogue of  over one 
hundred and fifty distinct Deaf  Space 
architectural design elements that address 
the five major touch points between deaf  
experiences and the built environment: 
space and proximity, sensory reach, mo-
bility and proximity, light and color, and 

finally acoustics.  Common to all of  these categories 
are the ideas of  community building, visual language, 
the promotion of  personal safety and well-being.

Deaf  Space Concepts

Sensory Reach
Spatial orientation and the awareness of  activities 
within our surroundings are essential to maintaining 
a sense of  well-being.  Deaf  people “read” the activi-

ties in their 
surroundings 
that may not 
be immedi-
ately apparent 
to many hear-
ing people 
through an 
acute sensitiv-
ity of  visual 
and tactile 

cues such as the movement of  shadows, vibrations, 
or even the reading of  subtle shifts in the expression/
position of   others around them. Many aspects of  the 
built environment can be designed to facilitate spatial 
awareness “in 360 degrees” and facilitate orientation 
and wayfinding.

Space and Proximity
In order to maintain clear visual communication in-
dividuals stand at a distance where they can see facial 

expression and full dimension 
of  the signer’s “signing space.”  
There space between two sign-
ers tends to be greater than 
that of  a spoken conversation.  
As conversation groups grow 
in numbers the space between 
individuals increases to allow 
visual connection for all parties.  
This basic dimension of  the 
space between people impacts 
the basic layout of  furnishings 
and building spaces.

Mobility and Proximity
While walking together in 
conversation signers will tend 
to maintain a wide distance  for 
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clear visual communication.  The signers will also shift 
their gaze between the conversation and their sur-
roundings scanning for hazards and maintaining proper 
direction.  If  one senses the slightest hazard they alert 
their companion, adjust and continue without interrup-
tion.  The proper design of  circulation and gathering 
spaces enable singers to move through space uninter-
rupted.

Light and Color
Poor lighting conditions such as glare, shadow patterns, 
backlighting interrupt visual communication and are 
major contributors to the causes of  eye fatigue that 
can lead to a loss of  concentration and even physical 
exhaustion.  Proper Electric lighting and architectural 
elements used to control daylight can be configured to 
provide a 
soft, dif-
fused light 
“attuned to 
deaf  eyes.”  
Color can 
be used to 
contrast skin 
tone to high-
light sign 
language and 
facilitate visual wayfinding.   

What is Deaf  Space? continued from page 12

Ohlone College.  With two Sandras on staff, be sure 
you know which is which!  Germinaro is teaching ASL 
1 this semester and Sandra Amundsen, who has taught 
off  and on at BCC for some time, is teaching ASL 3.  
Germinaro’s special area of  interest is science.  

The college says good-bye to Ayele Lemma who has 
worked at this campus for 22 years.  Most recently, 
Lemma has been the EOPS/CARE director, a position 
he held for some time.  While a permanent replace-
ment is sought, Fatima Shah who has been the EOPS 
Staff  Assistant, will be the interim director.  Shah be-
gan her college studies at BCC.  She is also a graduate 
of  Cal and San Francisco State University.

Spring News continued from page 1

Acoustics
Deaf  individuals experience many different kinds and 
degrees of  hearing loss.  Many  use assistive devices 
such as hearing aids or cochlear implants to enhance 
sound.  No matter the level of  hearing many deaf  
people do sense sound in a way that can be a major dis-
traction especially for individuals with assistive hearing 
devices.  Reverberation caused by sound waves reflect-
ed by hard building surfaces can be especially distract-
ing, even painful, for individuals using assistive devices.  
Spaces should be designed to reduce reverberation and 
other sources of  background noise.

Article used by permission from Gallaudet.  Images by Danger-
mond Keane Architects

Curved corners instead of right-angled walls or sharp turns ease 
navigation and create a more visual environment.
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Betty G. Miller, Noted Deaf 
Artist Passes Away
On December 3, 2012 Betty G. Miller, sometimes 
known as Bettigee, died at the age of  78 due to 
kidney failure.

Often called the “mother of  De’VIA,” a genre 
that expresses the deaf  experience through art, 
Miller worked professionally as an artist and 
taught art at Gallaudet University for 18 years.  
She left Gallaudet to help found Spectrum, Focus 
on Deaf  Artists.  She has participated in many 
group and individuals shows since then. 

Miller was a pioneer in counseling deaf  alcoholics 
and substance abusers.  She authored the book 
Deaf  & Sober:  Journeys through Recovery.  

Born hard-of-hearing to deaf  parents, Miller be-
came deaf  in her fifties.  

Miller is survived by her partner of  25 years, 
Nancy Creighton.  A memorial is planned for later 
in 2013.

A sample of  Miller’s work can be seen at rit.edu/
ntid/dccs/dada/dada.htm
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