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Dear Berkeley City College Community: 

 

At its June 6-8, 2012 meeting, the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 

Colleges of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (ACCJC/WASC), took 

action to continue Berkeley City College on Warning status and require that the college 

complete a Follow-up Report by March 15, 2013.   

 

The college accreditation status will continue during this warning period. Warning is the 

least serious of the three sanctions that can be placed on an institution.  The Commission 

can choose to reaffirm accreditation, or place a college on sanction: Warning, Probation 

or Show Cause.   

 

 Berkeley City College, like California’s other 111 community colleges, is regularly 

evaluated by a regional accrediting commission to ensure that it meets rigorous 

educational standards.  Accreditation is the process for evaluating and ensuring that a 

college’s educational quality, processes, and standards meet those of America’s higher 

education community.  This quality assurance process, which takes place during an 

accreditation visit, guarantees that institutions set and follow standards for good practice, 

conduct institutional peer-based evaluations, and retain their accredited status. 

 

In continuing the Peralta colleges on Warning status, the Commission acknowledged that 

the Peralta Community College District made significant progress in addressing the 

previous recommendations, yet there are four recommendations that must be fully 

resolved prior to our completion of a March 15
th

, 2013 report. 

 

The recommendations are enumerated below. 

 

1. While the District has resolved a significant number of the audit findings from 

prior audits, a number of audit findings remain unresolved. The remaining audit 

findings need to be resolved by March 15, 2013. 

 

2. The district must demonstrate its ability to maintain its fiscal stability over the 

long term (beyond three years) and assess the impact of the new revenue achieved 

through the passage of the parcel tax. 

 

3. The District has revised a significant number of its Board Policies.  The project 

must be completed so that all policies are reviewed and revised as necessary by 

March 15, 2013. 



 

4. Berkeley City College needs to fully evaluate the impact of recent financial 

decisions on the College’s ability to sustain educational programs and services.  

The college needs to specifically identify the impact the budget reductions or 

changes have had and what the future impact of those reductions are.  The college 

needs to include an analysis of staff sufficiency and the quality of education 

programs and services before and after budget reductions with sufficient detail 

and evidence to evaluate the impact of these reductions on the overall educational 

quality.  BCC also needs to describe how we will deal with any negative impact. 

 

 

You will find the full July 2, 2012 ACCJC Action Letter on Berkeley City College’s web 

site (www.berkeleycitycollege.edu). There, you also will find the District Follow-Up 

Report, the Follow-Up Visit Report and the Midterm Report that BCC completed in 

March 2012.  

 

While it is unfortunate that the Commission chose to continue the Peralta Colleges on 

Warning status, we are pleased with the substantial progress we have made in the past 

three years, and look forward to successfully addressing the four recommendations made 

by the Commission. 

 

Berkeley City College’s accreditation will continue, even though we remain on Warning. 

 

The Berkeley City College community can be proud of its progress, which involved the 

dedicated work of many people throughout the college and district.   

 

Please contact me or our Accreditation Liaison Officer, Dr. Linda Berry, at 510-981-2933 

or e-mail at lberry@peralta.edu if you have questions or need more information. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Deborah Budd 

Interim President 

Berkeley City College 

Dbudd@peralta.edu. 

(510) 981-2850 
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