
BERKELEY CITY COLLEGE 
Assessment Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
August 22, 2013 

 
Attendance:  Jenny Lowood (English Dept. Chair),  Matt Woods (Liason for Arts & Cultural Studies), Gabe 
Winer (Professional Development & TLC), Sabrina Nelson (Multimedia), Dmitriy Zhiv (Mathematics), 
Katherine Bergman (Office of Instruction), Willy Lizarraga (Modern Languages), Hassan Moore 
(ASBCC),  Justin Terry (ASBCC), Kate Koelle (Admin Support for Assessment) 
 

Minutes for were reviewed and approved. 

Jenny: will give up money from the general fund for assessment liasons.  Fulltime faculty said 
they would still be willing to serve even if there’s no money.  Part time faculty wouldn’t, 
understandably. 

Gabe:  her presence here is to serve the TLC.  If the Assessment Committee determines there’s a 
need for something specific, the TLC can hold workshops, etc. to address the need. 

Jenny:  ACCJC will visit in 2015.  “Proficient” is no longer sufficient – “Sustainable Continuous 
Quality Improvement” is now required.  The last criteria for “Sustainable, etc.” is true – 
“Specifically linked to program reviews” – but student learning outcomes do not DRIVE our 
programs. 

Not all courses are assessed.  Matt Freeman is focusing on finalizing plans and rubrics for the 
rest of the institutional learning outcome assessments. 

CCSSE:  random sample of classes chosen by CCSSE for surveys. 

In every area, fulltime students scored higher than part-time students.  Biggest gaps in student 
engagement were in career planning, social support, financial aid, skill labs, and computer labs. 
(i.e., BCC doesn’t offer enough of these services.) 

Committee agreed that as well as strengthening areas where BCC received low scores, we want 
to be better than just “above average” when we scored higher.  Engagement helps students 
succeed and persist. 

We should have the same level of service for part-time students as we do for fulltime: evening 
hours for library, counseling, faculty advisers, mentors. 

Idea to keep a list of needs that arise out of the Assessment Committee meetings of what we 
could research – also keep a running list of PD/TLC needs.  Gabe started the list on an easel.  We 
could also list general needs.  In English, we determined that student need more research 
skills.  Other departments concur!  Keep these running lists in the TLC.  Add Programmatic 
Changes to the assessment to-do list? 



Dmitriy:  working on the “whole circle” of assessment, a chart to make sure they assess ALL the 
courses in the math dept. A section on weaknesses will be part of it. 

Dmitriy:  Word problems are a weakness in ALL classes!  International students study proofs 
more and U.S. students study more word problems.  Also, part of the problem for international 
students is that word problems often consist of too much explanation for a simple 
problem.  (Example:  Use points A, B, and C rather than an elaborate explanation and story about 
a man on a mountain with goats, ice, other mountaineers, etc.)  But word problems are often also 
hard for native speakers. 

 


