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Present: 
Pieter de Haan, Hannah Chauvet, Jenny Lowood, Laurie Brion, Iva Ikeda, Nancy Cayton, Matt 
Freeman, Chuck Wollenberg, Siraj Omar, Leonard Chung, Val Djukich, Kathryn Koecel, 
Barbara Des Rochers, Mariela Thaning, Nola Hadley-Torres. 
 
Juana Alicia Araiza checked in and said that due to a class conflict she would like to attend but 
may have to do so remotely via Skype. 
 
Todayʼs Agenda: 
1. Call to order 
 
2. Approval of the minutes 
Passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution 12/7/11 was brought to the attention of Chancellor Wise Allen, who humbly 
accepted it and apologized but did not change his appointment of the VPI. 
 
3. Curriculum Committee Membership 
Linda Berry will replace Krista Johns and Dylan Eret will replace Eric Gerlach. There is no 
student rep named yet. No one had an objection so we accepted the list unanimously. 
 
3.A. Flex day memo from May Chen announces that there is a mental health counselor, Anne 
Sussman, available to help our students deal with stress and other mental problems on 
Mondays and Thursdays - 9-5 on 2nd floor. This service is paid by the Student Health Fee.  
We felt that the part of the memo dealing with classroom management was ambiguously 
worded and really needed clarification particularly as to what is provided to the students about 
their academic progress and grades. 
 
4. Democracy Commitment (Cleavon Smith could not be here - Matt Freeman presented 
instead) 
”Last November, the American Community College Association passed a resolution called the 
American Democracy Commitment; this is a way to get institutional support for Civic 
Engagement and Service Learning type programs and curriculum. At the California State 
University level theyʼve had the American Democracy Project, when I was lecturing at SF State 
I was Manager for that Program for our department, we worked closely with organization within 
the City Limits to allow students in all disciplines to apply their classroom learning. There is a 
national clearing house called servicelearning.org that provides curriculum for various 
disciplines. Although this is at the CSU level there is no reason why we couldnʼt adopt the 
same lower division curriculum. The American Democracy Commitment Initiative is specific for 
Community Colleges in the country and is the first of its kind. Out of 110-112 CCs in Calif. 15 
CCs have already signed on. None of the 15 are from Peralta. Cleavon and I would like BCC to 
be the first Peralta College to sign-on to the ADCI. We are already doing this as a college 
through various FIGs and other projects. Up until now there was never a context for potential 
institutional support. BCC has the Institute for Civic and Community Engagement website (that 
Cleavon and I created 3 years ago for EOPS, Basic Skills, etc.) that is linked to our BCC 
homepage. Beyond the website there is the BCC Service Community which rolled out last 



Minutes of Academic Senate Meeting - 1/25/2012 12:10 PM in 451A 

-2- 

semester and is subsidized by the UC Berkeley Chancellor Partnership Community Grant 
which we were awarded last Spring. Itʼs a $14,000 grant to help provide a greater context for 
students serving students; it places former BCC students who are now at UCB at BCC as peer 
advisors and transfer liaison persons. TheADC would create a greater institutional awareness 
of that type of program. We also have the Civic Engagement Student Club Endorsed by the 
BCC Associated Students. Cleavon presented the ADCI at round table last semester and we 
are now going to present it to the Academic Senate and other committees like the Curriculum 
Committee to get them to pass resolutions to endorse the ADCI, this kind of curriculum, these 
kinds of programs and objectives. Then we can use these as evidence to get a BCC-wide 
resolution to go on for the ADCI on behalf of Peralta. To learn more about this go to the 
website.” 
Jenny: I would love to invite you and Cleavon to the Assessment Committee and I move that 
we endorse BCC being part of the ADCI. 
Chuck: I second the motion and my only reservation is if it would move moneys from already 
existing programs. 
Matt: we are thinking about grants and if we move quickly on this there is $350,000 grant with 
a February deadline that could subsidize programs for the next 5-10 years. Because of the 
programs that we already have in place we have a good chance of receiving that grant. Would 
we need district permission to do this. 
 
Motion for resolution (proposed by Jenny, seconded by Chuck): We, the Berkeley City College 
Academic Senate, support that BCC join the American Democracy Commitment Initiative. 
Motion was passed unanimously with no one opposed and no abstentions. 
 
5. International Students. 
Last semester we discussed that International Students generate a large amount of funds for 
the district, the colleges do not get state money for those students and the district does not 
distribute the funds that they get back to the colleges in an equitable manner. This topic is 
coming up this Friday at the Planning and Budget Council, they will discuss this make a 
recommendation and then probably move it forward to the Chancellor. The Chancellor will then 
approve or disapprove the recommendation. 
Who is on the Planning and Budget Council ... Joan Berezin is stepping down and Jenny 
Lowood is stepping up ...  
International and out-of-state students generate ~ $5 million in fees, the District International 
Student Office is using $1.2 million for their operations and the rest goes into the Districtʼs 
General Fund and the Colleges get $75,000 each (a total of $300,000)... that should change ... 
BCC has many International Students that bring in lots of money 
Without counting International Students we are the lowest in FTES in the district: Counting our 
International Students we are second in FTES, next to Laney. Here at BCC, ESL classes are 
being cut and there are a lot of inequities and dubious practices in the International Student 
Office. 
6.Student Success Task Force 
It was approved by the Board of Governors and then will be sent to the State legislature for 
approval by March 15. 
The Student Success Task Force final report can be viewed at: 
http://www.californiacommunitycolleges.cccco.edu/Portals/0/StudentSuccessTaskForce/SSTF_
FinalReport_Web_010312.pdf 
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Changes made to the original Student Success Task Force recommendations based on public  
feedback can be viewed at: 
http://californiacommunitycolleges.cccco.edu/Portals/0/StudentSuccessTaskForce/SSTF_taskf
orcememo_111411.pdf 
 
7. Assessment 
The Assessment Committee is going to assess our ILOs over a six semester cycle. This 
semester we are assessing the Communications ILOs. Closing the loop seems more difficult if 
you do it only at the individual course level. In English and ESL, larger assessments have 
resulted in many changes. 
In MMART, we will probably find that many students need ESL and English support 
 
8. Adjournment 
 


