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2. Narrative

The Global Studies Program is an AA Program housed in the BCC Social Science Department. The development of an International Studies Program was envisioned in the Vista College Educational plan of 2001.  The Global Studies Program grew organically over the next years as we added a range of Political Science and History courses in area studies and specialized topics between 2001 and 2005, when we submitted the Global Studies AA program to the State Chancellor’s Office and received approval.

Global Studies Program

The Global Studies Program challenges students to examine history as well as, to examine the current process of globalization and socioeconomic stratification. The program offers an interdisciplinary, limited cohort model, with Global Studies core courses linked to major requirements from other disciplines (see curriculum section below for specifics).  A range of electives will give students a deeper understanding of how one key area of the globe impacts the rest of the world. 

In addition, the Program has helped to greatly increase the offerings in History and Political Science, thus greatly globalizing the curriculum offered to all BCC students whether they are pursuing a Global Studies degree or not. The program also offers hands-on experience through service learning.
Work also needs to be completed to create a study abroad opportunity for Global Studies students and other students at the College. Generally such programs are not appealing to community college students since these programs usually require too much time away, and are too expensive. We piloted a study abroad program in summer 2009 in Oaxaca, Mexico but had problems with both the swine flu epidemic and then the economic crisis. This project is on hold given the budget crisis but hopefully could be revived if the economy improves.

Recommendations

Provide a class of release time fall and spring semesters for the Global Studies Program Coordinator for program recruitment and coordination.

Program Requirements and Curriculum

Associate of Arts Degree in Global Studies
Required Core Courses:






Units
ART
14

Themes, Trends, and Traditions in world Art

3



ENGL 1A

Composition and Reading



4

ENGL 5

Critical Thinking




3

GEOG 1

Physical Geography




3

HIST 3 

Modern World History



3 

HIST 7B 

History of the U.S. (since 1865)


3

HIST 38/ POSCI 20
Current World Problems



3

PHIL 1 

Intro to Philosophy




3

One year of a Foreign language





10




Total Required Units: 



35*

For the Associate of Arts degree in Global Studies, students must complete the General Education pattern and elective course for an additional 25 units. Students wishing to transfer to UC or CSU system need to meet with a counselor to develop a transfer plan which addresses all general education and lower division transfer requirements. 

In addition, as mentioned earlier, the Program provides many curriculum options to BCC students because of all the added area studies and special issue courses.. We have designed the Program to provide students with mirrors to see their own histories reflected and windows to get a better view on the history and cultures rest of the world.

One unique part of the Global Studies Program has been a collaboration between an ESL speaking course and the Global Studies Global Perspectives and Current World Problems courses. This collaboration has provided for at least three joint classes a semester that help to give the ESL students a chance to practice speaking English, participate in a mainstream class and share their history and culture. For the Global Studies students it has provided a real opportunity to see living history and to apply what they are studying to present day reality. It has been a hugely successful aspect of the Program and is very appreciated by the students in both Programs. The collaboration has been expanded over several years, benefiting from NCAGE grants for that purpose.

Recommendations

· Release time for Global Studies Program Coordinator 

· Dedicated counselor

· Dedicated classrooms 

4. Instruction

The program includes at least a half dozen faculty, teaching in four interdisciplinary and collaborative cohorts as well as a number of area studies courses and special topic courses. The faculty is diverse and a real effort is made to find specialists to teach area studies courses. 

There is a good deal of teamwork and collaboration that is fostered by the structure of the Global Studies Program and the instructors who teach in this program are committed to team teaching and meet often throughout the semester to coordinate cohort assignments and teaching There is also an large effort to bring in guest speakers who are specialists in their fields.

5. Student Success

Global Studies is a relatively new program so it is hard to measure its success comprehensively. No process for tracking this interdisciplinary program has ever been established. The Program has been implemented during a time of transition and instability at the College overall (change in administration, counseling retirements, move to the new building). There have been a lot of problems recruiting a stable cohort for the Global Studies Program. Instead students tend to take the courses that interest them or meet needed requirements, rather than really enrolling in the Program. The Global Studies Program Coordinator has made a big effort to develop a marketing plan and marketing materials with our Public Information Officer. She has also gone to our area high schools many times. However, recruitment at the college overall is poorly organized, poorly staffed, and materials for marketing are poorly funded and the marketing department is in need of a staff assistant. The problems with recruitment have made it very difficult to make the Global Studies Program function as it should  -- beginning each fall with a recruited cohort of 35 students who are really motivated to follow the Global Studies pattern and curriculum. 

There has been a good deal of confusion, given the high number of part-time counselors at BCC and the rather complicated curricular and transfer needs of students enrolling in the Global Studies Program.  This has been brought to the attention of the counseling department chair and before the full time counselors. The difficulty is that the prime time for recruitment of the Global Studies cohort is over the summer and that is exactly when fulltime counselors, including the department chair, are not at the College. 

There is no current data for how many students complete Global Studies AA degrees or on success and retention rates..

Recommendations

· Create colored brochure to improve recruitment materials for the program

· Create an attractive Global Studies webpage

· Improve recruitment and coordination overall for the College

· Assign a dedicated counselor to advise Global Studies students

· Offer Program orientations twice yearly for high school students and current BCC students, interested in the Global Studies Program

6. Human and Physical Resources

The Global Studies Program has one full time faculty member. Other classes in the Program are taught by a combination of other full time faculty from other disciplines as well as many adjunct faculty. Our faculty is quite diverse, including African-Americans, Asian-Americans and Latin-Americans. This is supplemented further by the use of guest lectures, though we are usually in the embarrassing situation of begging people to lecture without compensation.

The Social Science Department, which houses the Global Studies Program, has a large faculty and no support staff. 

In the new building no provision has yet been made for dedicated classrooms and thus for mounting purchased maps, which has been a real hardship for Global Studies teaching over the years.

We have purchased a substantial numbers of DVDs and books and greatly improved our library reserves. 

Recommendations

Increase department chair release time and provide ongoing release time for Program Coordinators.

Provide staff assistants to the Social Science Department

Assign specific classrooms for Global Studies instruction and mount permanent maps 

Provide more faculty office space and more conference space for faculty

7. Community Outreach and Articulation

Our courses reflect the diversity of our student population, with its variety of ethnicities international population and genders of the Bay area. 

The program prepares students for transfer to UC, CSU, and other four-year institutions in Global or International Studies, and Peace and Conflict Studies, and area studies. 

Students are encouraged to meet with a counselor to develop a student educational plan to guarantee that all transfer requirements are completed. The Global Studies Program is a stepping stone to a variety of career options in the international arena. 

Our Global Studies Program is also linked to NCAGE, Northern California Association for Global Education and Joan Berezin, the Global Studies Program Coordinator has served on the NCAGE Executive Committee for several years, has given two presentations at NCAGE conferences and has received several collaborative grants form NCAGE. We are also members and participants in CCIE, California Colleges for International Education and received a grant from them for our Oaxaca study abroad pilot.

We have attempted to expand our program offerings by establishing a good working relationship with Peace and Conflict Studies and Middle East Studies faculty at UCB, and with members of the History Department at SFSU and CSU Stanislaus. They provide guest speakers, adjunct recommendations, materials and opportunities for our students to attend university-sponsored activities. Support is also provided by the faculty at the member schools of NCAGE. 

The Global Studies Program has also led to some wonderful community partnerships with the City of Berkeley, the Middle East Children’s Alliance, Global Exchange, KPFA and the Berkeley Ecology Center, and Sustainable Peralta. This in turn has led to an innovative series of college wide events including a special set of speakers and performers for International Women’s Day, three days of exhibits, films and speakers for an Earth-week series, and a lecture series on Women and Globalization funded by the Peralta Foundation. These programs were also filmed and then shown on Peralta. TV. 
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