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Description
The Program for Adult College Education (PACE) offers students a course of study that meets the requirements for the Associate in Arts degree in Liberal Arts.  PACE also enables one to complete the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC), which is the means by which many community college students meet the admission guidelines for the California State University and University of California systems.  
Most PACE students are employed during the day—as a result our courses are offered in the evenings and on weekends.  Students enroll in PACE after completing an assessment test (to determine their proficiency in reading, writing, and mathematics), and consulting with the PACE counselor.  Based upon the results of the assessment test and an appraisal of their prior academic coursework, students then register for the appropriate PACE courses.
Curriculum
PACE provides students with an excellent foundation in the liberal arts, preparing them for academic success at the institutions to which they transfer. 

The PACE course of study includes: 
Twenty-three transferable units in the humanities; 

Eighteen transferable units in the social and behavioral sciences;
Seven transferable units in the physical and biological sciences;
Four transferable units in mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning; and
Four transferable units in computer literacy.

The PACE curriculum also includes fifteen non-transferrable units (these courses count toward the completion of the Associate in Arts degree).  English 101A and 101B (four total units) are integrated composition offerings that serve as a foundation courses for the transferable English composition course.  Every fall roughly half of incoming PACE students enroll in the PACE English 101 course sequence.  The PACE math basic skills courses (eleven total units) consist of Math 250 (arithmetic), Math 201 (elementary algebra), and Math 203 (intermediate algebra).  Over ninety percent of our incoming students assess into one of these math courses.
The decision to incorporate “hybrid courses” into the curriculum has allowed PACE to maintain a high level of instruction and adequately address the time-management needs of our students.  We have redesigned such courses as Philosophy 31 (Ethics), English 20 (Introduction to Dramatic Literature), English 21 (Film: Art and Communication), and Physical Science 20 (Introduction to the Marine Environment) as “hybrid courses” (classes that meet on campus but also have an online component as well).  This format is consistent with our goal of ensuring that students receive quality instruction while being able to maintain a full-time work schedule.  Furthermore, online instruction gives our teachers the flexibility to present course material in compelling and innovative ways.
Instruction:
In addition to the instructional coordination that enables our students to complete the Associate in Arts degree in Liberal Arts while working full-time, PACE faculty work collaboratively to develop effective teaching strategies, maintain academic integrity, and increase student retention. PACE faculty meet several times during the semester for curriculum and development conferences.  While these meetings are mandatory, PACE instructors do not view them as an imposition, but rather as an opportunity to share pedagogical approaches, discuss classroom management, and identify students who are struggling in their respective classes.

PACE instructors also provide educational support in each other’s classes.  The English instructors, for example, help students in the critical thinking course with their writing skills.  The goal is to provide a seamless educational experience, allowing the students to synthesize what they learn across the various disciplines.  The coordination between the biology and physical science instructors is another of example of this interdisciplinary approach.  In this case the latter instructor assists in the field study carried out by the former.
PACE also integrates learning by offering a “core night” of instruction, which incorporates joint assignments between the English and history courses.  Students enrolled in the history course, for example, are given an essay assignment that requires them to analyze an autobiography or historical novel.  While the social and political aspects of the work are discussed in the history course, the English instructor helps students develop a thesis, outline their essay, and follow a line of argumentation.  The expectation is that by the end of the semester student will have produced analytically and grammatically sound essays.
Student Learning Outcomes
To ensure that our students graduate with the requisite skills to successfully continue their academic careers, PACE incorporates several Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) into the curriculum.  Upon completion of the program students will have the following skills and competencies: 1) Information Competency: the ability to find, evaluate, use, and communicate information in all of its various formats; familiarity with aspects of research methods, library and technological literacy is critical; 2) Communication Skills: the facility to speak, read, and write clearly and effectively with appropriate diction and content for the intended audience; 3) Critical Thinking Skills: the ability to identify a problem/argument and use evidence and sound reasoning to justify a well-informed opinion.
Student Success:
PACE provides students with a first-rate educational experience. This is reflected in the impressive retention and graduation rates, student evaluations of the program, and our strong enrollment (Berkeley City College’s initiation of two competing programs—the Online Saturday and Weekend Transfer colleges).  At the end of the spring 2009 semester PACE had an active enrollment of 254 students (the total BCC enrollment at that time approached 6,850).  Simple calculation shows that PACE students made up roughly 3.7% of the student population.  But PACE students accounted for 33.9% of the graduation petitions filed at the college (sixty-three of the 189 total petitions).  PACE also boasted a transfer rate approaching ninety percent last year, with students admitted to such institutions as UC Berkeley, Stanford, Mills, USF, St. Mary’s, Holy Names, San Francisco State, and Cal State-East Bay.
Recommendations:

To help along the college acculturation process for our students we would like to add two counseling courses to the PACE curriculum.  Specifically, these courses would aimed at helping students overcome the academic challenges that can impede their progress.  Counseling 200 (Orientation to College) would provide students with the necessary information and tools to be successful in the classroom, while Counseling 221 (Preparing for College/University Transfer) would familiarize them with the college selection process, admission requirements, and financial aid procedures.
PACE is also in the process of partnering with the Emeryville Unified School District to provide courses to the parents of EUSD school children.  It is important that PACE have the necessary support (staff, faculty, ZZs) to execute this initiative.  

Finally, we would like continued funding for our retention efforts aimed at maintaining a sense of community for our students.  The PACE Welcome Reception in the fall and the PACE Graduation Reception are important events that underscore are commitment to ensuring that we care for our students from the moment they arrive until the moment they complete their degree (and beyond).

Program for Adult College Education (PACE)

PACE curriculum for students entering the fall semester:

Fall









Semester
Units

Psychology 7

Psychology of Childhood



      
       1

    3

(Math 250)

(Basic Arithmetic)




      (1)

   (3)

English 101A

Integrated Composition Studies 


       
       1

    2

History 7A

History of the United States to 1877


       1

    3

Political Science 5
American Politics and Minorities


                     1

    3

Spring




Sociology 1

Introduction to Sociology



                     2

    3

English 101B

Integrated Composition Studies


       
       2

    2

History 7B

History of United States since 1865     

       
       2

    3

Anthropology 3

Cultural Anthropology



       
       2

    3

Summer

Students who take Math 250 need to enroll in a social science class in lieu of Psychology 7.
Fall
English 1A

Reading and Composition



       3

    4

Math 201

Elementary Algebra (Meets Tuesdays)
                  
       3

    4

Communications 45
Public Speaking




       
       3

    3

Spring 

English 1B

Reading and Composition



       4

    4

Math 203

Intermediate Algebra (Meets Tuesdays)                 
             
       4

    4

Communications 5
Critical Thinking




       4

    3

Summer

Philosophy 31
             Ethics








    3

Fall 

English 21

Film: Art and Communication



        5

    3

CIS 1


Introduction to Computer Information Systems (Meets Weds)      5

    4

Math 13 

Introduction to Statistics (Meets Tuesday)

                     5

    4

Spring

English 20 

Introduction to Dramatic Literature


        6

    3


Phys Science 20  
Intro to the Marine Environment

    

        6

    3

Biology 13/13L

Principles of Ecology




        6

    4

Notes: Italics denote that a class has an online component.  Depending on the assessment score some students will take Math 250 instead of Psychology 7/Sociology 1. The CIS 1 course meets on Wednesday, and the English 20 and English 21 courses always meet the same evening as the English 1A and English 1B courses. Communications 45 and 5 are taught entirely as Saturday courses. Physical Science 20 and Biology are taught on Monday evening. Biology, Phys Science, CIS, Basic Arithmetic and Statistics are offered every semester.  This allows students to repeat these courses during the “off semester” as necessary.
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