Curriculum Committee Minutes

January 23, 2014
Present:  Chair Dylan Eret, Dean Antonio Barreiro, Joseph Bielanski, Barbara Des Rochers, Heather Dodge, Jenny Lowood, Sabrina Nelson, Windy Franklin
Absent:  VP Lilia Celhay, Dean Carlos Cortez, Fabian Banga, Justin Hoffman, Tom Kies, Mark Swiencicki, Thays Acosta (student rep)
I.  Announcements
A. None at this time.
II. Program Changes:  Certificate of Biotechnology
A. Shift based on new MATH and CIS courses.  Des Rochers still working on it.  
B. Creating a certificate of proficiency.  Issues with taking CHEM  classes out, she wants CHEM 30A in.  Making certificate at first level, stackable-  but realistically, students can’t get many jobs at that level.    Employers are saying need a certain level of chemistry, writing, etc.  Entry level, but expecting students to come in a certain level of Math and English.  Students want certificate that will be worth something in marketplace.  
C. Possibly adding prerequisites to the BIOL 230A, which will require renumbering it.  Goal is to have students prepared.  
D. Gateway to science careers/technician, make it so can go towards BIOL or CHEM.  

E. To be continued, will be brought back for further discussion.  

F. Too many units, meeting local requirements (regarding Chemistry certificate Siraj Omar is working on).

III.
Establishing Syllabus Requirements 
A. Standardizing syllabi- do we want to include more?  Is it necessary?  Ex:  academic policies not required in there, do we want to add it?  Want to bring some recommendations to the Academic Senate.
B. To standardize or not to standardize the syllabus-  that is the question.
C. Consider pros and cons.  Too much individualization.  Students biggest complaint is not knowing how their grade is computed, that definitely needs to be on syllabus.  Attendance rules need to be on there.  Helpful to have course descriptions in syllabi.  What list of elements do we want? Add things, keep things same, take things out?  We don’t make decisions here, can make recommendations to the Senate.
D. Dean Eret recommends putting link on syllabi to Academic Policies. (ex;  academic dishonesty, discipline actions, support services.  The syllabi and catalog are contracts with the students.  What is the intention of the syllabus?  Students need to be clear on policies.  Create a document, but make it optional putting it in syllabus.  Put it in syllabus, or hand out this page.

E. Compressed PDF document of policies and resources recommended to send to Academic Senate for adoption and review.  Dean Eret offered to compose the links, will send it out.    
IV.
Scheduling Curriculum Review by Discipline, Cluster, or Strand in 2014-15
A. Lowood offered to go first (for ENGL).
B. Maybe have one/ month, chairs talk about their program, and say where they are, regarding assessment.  
C. Send list of courses, things required for the program matrix.  30 minute presentation = time limit; the second meeting of each month.  First one is Feb 20th.  Dean Eret will present for Philosophy and Humanities next month.  10-10:30am, so they do not interfere with other curriculum items.  
V.
Scheduling Meetings and Recruiting Faculty to Help Write and Edit the Accreditation Report for Standard IIA
A.
Assessment Committee will be working on this, Chair Eret and Assessment Coordinator Lowood are co-chairs, looking for people to help write-  Des Rochers volunteered.  Anyone who can’t make meeting, work with Lowood.
VI.
CurriUNET Workshops set for Spring 2014
A.
10-11:00am = tech review, 11-12:00pm= focus exclusively on training-  1/`2, 1/17, 3/13, 3/27, 4/24, TLC.  
VII.
Other
A. Need to discuss repeatability across disciplines at the next meeting. Going to change the culture at all the colleges.  Past practice, lifelong learning.  What is the documentation required?  
B. Next meeting-  Thursday, February 6, 2014, 10:00am-12:00pm in TLC.

Page 2 of 2

