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Philosophy AA-T FAQs 

What is the program?  

The Associate Art Degree in Philosophy for Transfer (AA-T):  

• Prepares you to complete the baccalaureate degree in Philosophy upon transferring into 
the CSU system.  

• Assists you with seamlessly transferring to a CSU to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
Philosophy.   

• The courses within the program all satisfy General Education and most IGETC 
requirements as well as connect to other degrees and certificates here at BCC.  

What courses do students need to take in this program?  

• Students who want to complete the Philosophy AA-T should visit our Program’s website 
or the BCC catalogue to review the suggested sequence of courses to enroll in. 

What are the benefits of this program? 

The world of philosophy is vast and fascinating. Exploring it is rewarding simply for its own 
sake. But studying philosophy also has benefits in terms of the skills that one sharpens in the 
process. These include: 

• Analyzing the arguments of others 
• Developing and defending a point of view (which may not be your own) 
• Understanding complicated texts  
• Presenting information in a well-organized way 
• Writing and speaking with precision 
 

What educational or career paths exist for students completing this program? 

Studying philosophy is not like studying, say, electrical engineering or nursing. There is no 
automatic next step, job-wise, for a student who completes a program of study in philosophy. For 
many students, this understandably makes studying philosophy seem too risky. But it is 
important not to overstate the case against studying philosophy.  
 
According to the website payscale.com, those who earn a BA in philosophy have an average 
early career salary of $40,700, and an average mid-career salary of $84,000.  
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Philosophy majors have higher mid-career salaries than:  
• English majors 
• History majors  
• Sociology majors 
• Psychology majors 
• Political Science majors 

• Communications majors 
• Global studies majors 
• Journalism majors  
• General Chemistry and Biology 

majors.  
 
So while philosophy is by no means the most lucrative course of study—that would be 
Petroleum Engineering—those who major in philosophy still fare well.  
 
From a purely financial perspective, it would make sense to choose Math, Physics, Computer 
Science, or Electrical Engineering over philosophy; but not English, History, Psychology, 
Political Science, or Communications.  
 

• The basic critical thinking skills that studying philosophy helps one to develop are valued 
in many different careers, and philosophy seems to do a particularly good job at helping 
one sharpen those skills. 

Who might be attracted to this program? 
 
Studying philosophy involves investigating in as rigorous a fashion as possible some 
fundamental questions about the world, such as: How do we gain knowledge? Do we have free 
will? Is there a God? What makes some actions morally right, and others morally wrong? 
Students who are attracted to philosophy are those who find such questions interesting, and who 
place a high value on the analytical skills that studying philosophy helps one to develop. 
 
Whom do students contact for more information about this program? 

• Co-Chair of the Department Arts and Cultural Studies: Dr. Laura Ruberto 
(lruberto@peralta.edu)  

• Lead Faculty in the Philosophy Program: Dr. Ari Krupnick (akrupnick@peralta.edu)  

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: 
http://www.berkeleycitycollege.edu/wp/arts_and_culture/philosophy/ 
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Philosophy AA-T Additional Information 

Philosophy and the GRE 

Not only do those who enter the workforce with a BA in Philosophy ultimately outperform many 
other common majors in terms of earnings, those who major in philosophy are also very well 
prepared for graduate study.  

The GRE is a standardized test, much like the SAT, that is required for admission to most 
graduate schools in the US. The GRE has three sections: Verbal Reasoning, which, "Measures 
your ability to analyze and evaluate written material and synthesize information from it"; 
Quantitative Reasoning, which, "Measures problem-solving ability, focusing on basic concepts 
of arithmetic, algebra, geometry and data analysis"; and Analytical Writing, which, "Measures 
critical thinking and analytical writing skills, specifically your ability to articulate and support 
complex ideas clearly and effectively."   

On average, philosophy majors perform extremely well on the GRE. According to data from 
2011--2014, philosophy majors: 

• Ranked 1st overall in Verbal Reasoning  
• Ranked 1st overall in Analytical Writing 
• Ranked 19th overall, and 1st among all arts and humanities majors, in Quantitative 

Reasoning 
 

No other majors match the overall performance of philosophy majors on the GRE. 

 

Philosophy and the LSAT 

Studying philosophy is excellent preparation for law school in particular. It develops the sort of 
analytical thinking that law schools prize. This shows up in the results of The Law School 
Admissions Test (LSAT), a standardized test that plays a critical role in law school admissions.  

According to data from 2007-2008, among all majors with large numbers of students taking the 
LSAT exam, philosophy majors ranked 1st overall, tied with Economics majors.  

And according to more recent data, from 2013, among all majors with large numbers of students 
taking the exam, philosophy majors again ranked 1st overall (this time slightly ahead of 
Economics majors). 

 


