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Narrative Report

I: Discipline

The discipline of Women’s Studies is represented at Berkeley City College by two core courses and the availability of a Women’s Studies certificate.  The two core courses can also be taken as transfer classes and meet general educational requirements.

II: Curriculum

The two Women’s Studies courses are cross-listed, interdisciplinary based classes. They are:


WS 01: Introduction to Women’s Studies (cross-listed as SOCSC 01)


WS 35: Feminist Philosophy (cross-listed as PHIL 35) 

The certificate program in Women’s Studies consists of a five class course obligation with WS/SOCSC 01 and WS 35/PHIL 35 being required courses. Students pursuing the certificate must also complete three of the following gender-centric electives from our College’s course offerings. Elective courses currently include:

 
ANTHR 15:
Male and Female: An Anthropological Perspective


ART 13: 
History of Women in Art


ENGL 32a/b:
Contemporary Women Writers


HIST. 21:
U.S. Women: A Social History


HIST 46d:
Women and Globalization


PSYCH 30:
Psychology of Men and Women


SOC 03:
Sociology of Women


SOC 13: 
Sociology of the Family  

In Spring 2007 a committee formed and successfully evaluated, updated and restructured the Women’s Studies Certificate and as such there are no new curriculum recommendations to be made.     

III: Course Outline Review

Women’s Studies 01: Introduction to Women’s Studies – last reviewed Fall 2001
Women’s Studies 35: Feminist Philosophy – last reviewed Fall 2004
Recommendations: WS 01 and WS 35 need to be reviewed to establish that the course outline content reflects current discipline concerns and that the outline reading recommendations reflect the current texts being used.
IV: Instruction

The instructors of the two core required courses for the Women’s Studies Certificate are in regular communication about the program and the faculty teaching elective courses contributing to the Women’s Studies Certificate meet several times a semester to discuss pedagogical concerns, course rotation and student participation. 
Using Social Sciences course enrollment data from Spring 2008 – Fall 2009 (WS 1 is cross listed as a social sciences course) shows an average FTES/FTE of 18.17 (up from 12.55 the previous year).
Recommendations: 
a) Increased advertising of the Women’s Studies Certificate is needed
b) Direct outreach by instructors to potentially interested students 
c) Continued participation by faculty in strengthening the program
V. Student Success

Students are assessed through exams, written work and class participation and are expected to pass all elements of the course. The Women’s Studies Certificate also involves a strong mentoring component aimed at facilitating a more personalized relationship between students and faculty. Using the latest available data from 2008 – 2009, students in Women’s Studies courses at BCC have the third highest completion rate of any courses offered at the College (82.4% compared with the College average of 65.2%). The persistence rate is 66.7%, up from 50% the previous academic year.
Recommendations: Tutoring and counseling resources at the College are still poorly presented to students. Many students are not aware of how to get assistance, that there is even assistance available, and instructors have no formal means of compelling students to pursue assistance. Forms similar to the EOPS progress academic reports should be required for all students, with counseling and tutoring services following up with instructors.  Academic probationary status should be a potential outcome for all students, not just those receiving formal financial assistance.
VI: Human Resources

WS 01 and WS 35 are currently taught by adjunct faculty however in the recent past WS 35 had been taught by a current contract instructor in the Humanities Department. WS 01 and a certificate related elective (Soc. 03) are currently taught by a part time faculty member in the Social Sciences (specifically sociology) program.

Recommendations: If in the future the part time instructor (Rivka Polatnick) responsible for WS 01 and Soc. 03 were to leave the College, Social Sciences should strongly consider hiring an instructor with a gender focused academic background and interest.  

