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What’s Happening at 
BCC
The budget is on the minds of  many employees and 
students of  California’s public colleges.  The tough 
economic times have caused our new governor to 
propose serious cuts in the funding we receive from 
the state, our primary source of  funding.  Governor 
Brown’s initial proposed cuts of  $400 million for the 
community college system could balloon to $800 mil-
lion because he was not able to get an extension of  
existing taxes on the June ballot.  

According to California Community Colleges Chancel-
lor Jack Scott, Brown “understands the gravity of  the 
situation and the important role of  California’s col-
leges and universities in providing a trained workforce 
to fuel the state’s economy.”  He indicated in a press 
release earlier this month that Brown wants to avoid an 
“all cuts” budget.

Previous cuts to our community colleges have already 
caused 140,000 students state-wide to be denied access. 
Scott says that solving our state budget deficit only by 
making cuts would mean another “400,000 students 
will not be able to find the classes they need in order to 
complete their educational goals.”

For every dollar that California spends on higher edu-
cation it receives $3 in economic activity in return.  “If  
only 2 percent more Californians earned an associate 

continued on page 13
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Maintaining Your 
Skills Over the 
Summer
By Nancy Cayton, ASL Department Staff

E  very year as summer approaches, students 
             become concerned about “getting rusty” and  
             losing some of  their sign skills during that 
time.  Below are a number of  suggestions on how to 
keep busy and maintain your skills.

Of  course, you can enroll in one of  BCC’s summer 
A S L classes.  We offer both credit and non-

credit courses, with varying sched-
ules.  Pages 2-5 show what courses 
are available.  Classes can be a big 

time commitment.  If  a class 
won’t fit your schedule, try some 
of  the options that follow.

Another structured activity you can get 
involved in that may not require so many hours of  
your time is working or volunteering at a place where 
you will use signing.  Many 
organizations that serve 
children have increased 
staffing needs over the 
summer.  You can check 
schools, like the California School for the Deaf  in 
Fremont, or camps that serve Deaf  and hard-of-hear-
ing children.  To find a listing of  camps go to http://
clerccenter.gallaudet.edu/infotogo/142.html under the 
resources link.  Also check for day camps in your area.

You don’t have to work with children, however, to get 
experience.  There are many organizations that serve 
adults, and most welcome volunteers.  Keep in mind, 
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continued on page 3

Non-Credit class registration 
information starts here!

Please note that the classes listed on this page are non-credit.  Students WILL NOT receive grades on their transcripts.  
See registration information below.  These classes are designed to provide a taste of  our curriculum to those planning to 
enter the program in the fall.  Classes meet once a week.  Credit earning classes are listed on page 5.

ASL FOR THE NOVICE
An introduction to American Sign Language.  Through the development of  spatial skills, basic vocabulary and useful grammar 
structures, students will engage in simple conversations about everyday situations.  No previous signing experience necessary.  

Class # Time  Day  Start Date # Meetings Location Instructor 
30652 10:00-11:50 am  Wednesday 6/22/11         5  Rm. 226  Galindez  
30736 6:30-8:20 pm  Monday* 6/20/11         5  Rm. 226  Hauschildt
*Note that Monday, July 4 is a holiday.
   
ASL CONVERSATION II
Conversation skills at the intermediate level will be worked on.  How to discuss current events will also be introduced.  The class can 
be helpful in overcoming anxiety about having conversations with Deaf  people in the community.  Prerequisite:  Completion of  two 
semesters of  ASL.

Class # Time  Day  Start Date # Meetings Location Instructor
30739 7:00-8:50 pm  Wednesday  6/22/11        5  Rm. 226  Galindez  

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT II
In addition to improving students’ vocabulary, this class will also clear up commonly misunderstood and misused signs, discuss selec-
tion of  appropriate signs for conceptual accuracy and clarify tense.  Prerequisite:  completion of  three or more semesters of  ASL. 

Class # Time   Day  Start Date # Meetings Location Instructor

30740           7:00-8:50 pm        Thursday   6/23/11               5  Rm. 226  Galindez

through the American Sign Language Department 
via the form on page 4 (no online registration).    
Mail or bring your fees and completed registration 
form (on page 4) to:  ASL Department, Berkeley City 
College, 2050 Center Street, Berkeley, CA  94704 
(room 562).  Please use check, money order, or cash.  
We can not accept credit cards for these classes.  
Make checks payable to “Berkeley City College.”  If  
paid by June 7, the cost for classes listed on this page 
is $70.  After June 7 the cost is $75. 

Please note:  there are no prorated fees.  Financial 
aid and fee waivers will not pay for non-credit cours-
es.  High school and younger students may enroll but 
must pay the full class fee.  

Please read the registration information on this page 
and the next before enrolling.  Course descriptions 
and skill prerequisite requirements can help you 
select classes.  Instructor bios are also available to 
assist in your selection.  If  you are having difficulty 
determining which course to take or need other 
assistance, please Nancy Cayton at (510) 981-2872 
voice, (866) 971-1994 VP, or ncayton@peralta.edu.  

The classes on this page are non-credit classes.  
You will not receive units (credits), you will 
not receive a grade, and registration is done 
directly through the American Sign Language 
Office.  Credit classes are listed on page 5.

Registration & Payment:  Registration is directly 
Non-credit class registration information continued on page 3

How To Enroll
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Non-Credit class registration information continued from page 2

Summer Instructors
Ramona Galindez:  Galindez is a New York City 
native who attended the National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf  (NTID) at the Rochester 
Institute of  Technology.  At NTID, she studied 
architecture and printing production.  In 1988 
she relocated to Berkeley.  Galindez has worked 
at BCC since 1989 as a tutor and instructor.  In 
addition, she taught ASL for over 15 years at the 
Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival.

Sean Hauschildt:  A California guy, Hauschildt 
graduated from the California School for the Deaf  
in Fremont.  He received his undergraduate degree 
from Gallaudet University and a Master of  Science 
in Deafhood Studies from the University of  Bris-
tol in England.  He has been teaching ASL courses 
at BCC off  and on for a few years.  He has also 
taught at Ohlone College, San Jose City College, 
and West Valley College.

Kelly Krzyska:  Hailing from Kansas City, Mis-
souri, Krzyska earned a B.A. in American Sign 
Language Studies from Gallaudet University and 
an M.A. in Deaf  Education & ASL from West-
ern Maryland College.  She has taught ASL at 

Berkeley City College Library 
Summer Session Hours
The library will close between May 28 
and June 19.
June 20-July 28 the library will be open 
Monday-Thursday, 
10:00 am-3:00 pm.  
The library will 
close again until 
August 22 when 
the fall semester 
begins.
Be sure to get your BCC I.D. card to 
use library resources and to check out 
materials.

Refund Policy:  All refund requests must be made 
in writing and received by June 16.  All refunds, 
except for cancelled or full classes, are less a $15 pro-
cessing fee.  Absolutely no refunds after June 16.

Confirmation of  Enrollment:  Confirmations 
will be sent by e-mail if  an e-mail address is pro-
vided.  Alternatively, we can mail a confirmation if  
a stamped, self-addressed envelope is provided with 
registration.  

Full/Cancelled Classes:  If  you register for a class 
that is full or cancelled, you will be contacted to ar-
range for another class or receive a refund.  Classes 
may be cancelled if  the minimum number of  regis-
tered students is not achieved by June 16.  Refunds 
will be mailed and may take up to 30 days to process.

Returned Check Policy:  If  your check is returned 
because of  insufficient funds in your account, a ser-
vice charge will be levied.

the University of  Minnesota and worked as 
an ASL Specialist at the Metro Deaf  School in St. 
Paul, Minnesota.  Currently, she is in her 5th year as an 
ASL Arts teacher at California School for the Deaf  in 
Fremont.  She and her new husband have 3 dogs and 
a cat. 

Tiny Tickets Program
Have some low value BART tickets float-
ing around your purse, wallet, desk or 
junk drawer?  Why not clean them out and 
do a good deed at the same time?  
Donate any red, blue, or green BART 
tickets to the Deaf Counseling Advocacy 
and Referral Agency.  
They will receive the 
remaining value, which 
will go to support 
their programs. 
You can mail your tickets to:
DCARA  
14895 E. 14th Street, Suite 200  
San Leandro, CA 94578
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Events continued on page 5
continued on page 4

Berkeley City College Community Services (Fee-Based) Registration Form

              

               
LAST NAME   (Please print)    FIRST NAME    MIDDLE INITIAL

               
LOCAL MAILING ADDRESS    CITY   STATE  ZIP

( )      ( )     / / 
HOME PHONE NUMBER    DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER  BIRTHDATE

      
E-MAIL ADDRESS

ENTER APPROPRIATE CODE IN FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

GENDER:  [      ]       1.  Male 2.  Female

ETHNICITY:  Enter code from below [          ]

A = Asian  AM = Cambodian  H = Hispanic  N = American Indian/  PS = Samoan
AC = Chinese  AV = Vietnamese  HM = Mexican, Chicano         Alaskan Native  W = White Non-Hispanic
AI = Asian Indian  AX = Other Asian                    Mexican American, O = Other Non-White  X = Unknown
AJ = Japanese  B = African American/Black HR = Central American P = Pacific Islander   XD = Decline to state
AK = Korean  F = Filipino         HS = South American  PG = Guamanian  
AL = Laotian     HX = Other Hispanic  PH = Hawaiian 

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL:  Enter code from below [      ]

NOT A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE:              HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE WITHOUT A COLLEGE DEGREE:
1. Not a graduate of, and no longer enrolled in high school  4. Received a high school diploma
2. Currently enrolled in grade K-12 (special admit)   5. Received a GED high school equivalency certificate
3. Currently enrolled in Adult School    6. Received a certificate of  California high school proficiency
        7. Received a foreign high school diploma/certificate
COLLEGE GRADUATE:
8. Received an Associate degree
9. Received a Bachelor degree or higher

CLASS CODE
CLASS/ACTIVITY:

DEPT/COURSE NO./TITLE

CLASS/ACTIVITY
DATE(S) FEE

$

$

$

TOTAL
$

Make check payable to Berkeley City College.  

MAIL TO:   Nancy Cayton, American Sign Language Department, Berkeley City College, 2050 Center Street,  
   Berkeley, CA  94704.  For drop off  go to room 562.

   
  

MONTH     DAY      YEARPERALTA STUDENT ID or Social Security Number
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Summer Credit Classes in the ASL Department
Continuing students:  You may enroll through 
the Passport system on or after your enrollment 
appointment date.  You should receive an appoint-
ment via your Peralta e-mail account in early April.  
You can also find it in your Student Center under 
“enrollment appointment.”  Appointments begin 
April 11 for those with priority enrollment.  All 
others will have appointments in the following 
days. 

High School Students:  After completing the ap-
plication form online, high school students entering 
10th grade or above enroll in-person at the admis-
sions office using a concurrent enrollment form.  
You may begin enrolling on June 1.  No tuition fees 
are charged for in-state residents.  Students below 
the 10th grade must meet with the Vice President 
of  Student Services for permission to enroll.

All Students:  Fee: $26 per unit for California 
residents plus any applicable fees.  Financial aid and 
fee-waivers will cover the cost of  credit courses 
for qualified students.  Contact the financial aid 
office if  you need further informa-
tion:  981-5021 or 981-2809, 
bcc-finaid@peralta.edu, or 
check information at http://
berkeley.peralta.edu/apps/
comm.asp?$1=10058.  
Payment should be made at the 
time enrollment is completed and may 
be by check, cash, or credit.  Out of  state residents 
pay $225 per unit and international students pay 
$231 per unit plus any applicable fees.  See note 
above for high school students.  Community col-
lege fees are subject to change by the California 
State Legislature.

Accommodations for students with  
disabilities:  
If  you have a documented disability and will want 
accommodations for a course, contact the Pro-
grams and Services for Students with Disabilities 
office (PSSD) office as early as possible, preferably 
prior to the start of  the term at (510) 981-2812 
voice or cmassey@peralta.edu.

Please note that the two courses listed on this 
page are for credit.   Follow registration infor-
mation on this page.  Both courses require  
previous knowledge of ASL.

Session is June 20-July 28.  July 4 is a holiday.

Classifiers I, ASL 200A, 2 Units
2 hours lecture.  Prerequisite:  ASL 50 or ASL 50A; or 
Corequisite:  ASL 50B.
Introduction to the visual-gestural aspects of  Ameri-
can Sign Language through the use of  Classifiers.

Section B1, Class # 30571 Instructor:  K. Krzyska
Lecture:  6:30-9:20 pm, Mon & Wed; BCC room 
223.  Class begins Monday, 6/20/11

Fingerspelling & Numbers I, ASL 202A, 1 Unit
0.5 hours lecture, 1.5 lab.  Prerequisite:  ASL 50 or ASL 
50B.  Corequisite:  ASL 51 or ASL 51B. 

Introduction to numerical and fingerspelling systems 
in American Sign Language.

Section B1L, Class #30573, Instructor:  K. Krzyska
Lecture:  6:30-7:50 pm Tues & Thurs and  
Lab:  8:00-9:20 pm Tues & Thurs; BCC room 223.  
Class begins Tuesday, 6/21/11.

Registration Information 
New or returning students (have not attended a 
Peralta college in the last year):

    1. Complete a Peralta application form. 
    2. Complete assessment & orientation if  necessary. 
    3. Enroll.

Admission applications are online at www.peralta.
edu.  If  you do not have access to a computer with 
internet, you can use the computers at BCC, outside 
the admissions office.  BCC office hours: Monday, 
Tuesday & Thursday 8 am-4:30 pm; Wed 8 am-7 pm; 
and  
Friday 8 am-1 pm.  The college is closed on week-
ends and the following holidays:  5/19, 5/30 & 7/4.  
You may use the admissions office at any Peralta 
campus.  Enrollment begins May 2.  The admissions 
office may offer longer hours right before the sum-
mer session begins.  Check their schedule for days 

and times.  
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continued on page 7

Three Free Places to Park Your Bicycle in 
Downtown Berkeley.  1. BCC Bike Room.  Enter the 
building through the main doors and take the elevator on 
your left down to the ground floor.  Do not bring bikes up 
or down on the stairs.  2. Across the street from BCC at 
the City Garage.  Also FREE vehicle parking for 
people with disabilities available here.  3. At 
the Downtown Berkeley Bike Station at 2208 Shattuck Av-
enue, just beyond the intersection of Shattuck and Allston 
Way. Minimal fees may apply for night parking.  (510) 548-
7433 or bikestation.com. 

Information about local Deaf events is available 
at DCARA’s web site, www.dcara.org and click on “events”.  
One-time and on-going events are listed as well as a cap-
tioned movie finder.

ASL COFFEE SOCIALS
Antioch.  1st Friday of the month 7-11 pm.  Starbucks, 
5779 Lone Tree Way #G in the Slatten Ranch Shopping 
Center (across from Target).  For more information:  me-
lissachildcare@gmail.com.
Berkeley.  2nd Friday of the month, 7-10 pm.  Royal 
Grounds Coffee & Tea, 2409 Shattuck Avenue.  For more 
information: Daniel at pah_daniel@aol.com or Pam at 
pmbrawl@aol.com.
Dublin.  3rd Friday night of the month.  Starbucks, 7197 
Village Pkwy., corner of Village Pkwy. & Amador Valley 
Blvd.  deafcoffee.com/html/california/dublin.html
San Francisco #1.  1st & 3rd Fridays of the month, 6:05-
9:05 pm.  Starbucks at 2727 Mariposa Street, near KQED.  
For more information:  sanfranaslclub@gmail.com.
San Francisco #2.  Every Thursday 6-8:30 pm.  ASL 
Cafe by Project Insight.  Moscone Recreation Center, 1800 
Chestnut Street.  For more information, including changes, 
cancellations, moves, etc.: contactpi@sfgov.org or  
projectinsight.org.
San Francisco #3.  Deaf LGBT.  1st Friday of the 
month, 6-8 pm.  Cafe Flore, 2298 Market Street, San Fran-
cisco (across from LookOut).  For more information go to 
http://rlsdbayarea.googlepages.com/calendar.  All hearing  
and deaf LGBTIQ and straight folks are welcome.
Santa Rosa.  Meets every Sunday at 10 am at Aroma 
Roasters at Railroad Square on 4th Street.
Vallejo.  1st  Wednesday of the month, 7-11 pm.  Starbucks 

Events & Announcements

continued on page 7

beginners, that some organizations will need a little 
more signing proficiency than you have right now to 
be effective and useful for both you and the organi-
zation.  

If  you find it too difficult to have an ongoing com-
mitment, there are more casual ways to get practice.  
One of  the best is to attend Deaf  events.  Go to as 
many as you can.  The best events are ones where 
you participate in some way.  You can find a calendar 
of  local Deaf  events on DCARA’s Web site, www.
dcara.org.  Check the events section of  the site, or 
look at the events listed in the current DeafLink 
newsletter.

You can also drop 
in to one of  the 
coffee socials or an 
ASL “Meetup” group.  
There are oppor-
tunities for these 
kinds of  activi-
ties throughout 
the Bay Area.  
Look in the Events & Announce-
ments section of  this newsletter to see a partial 
listing.  If  you want more information about what a 
Meetup is, see the box below.

Just because there isn’t a listing for a chat or Meetup 
near you, doesn’t mean they don’t exist.  To find 
more options, or a new location when traveling out 
of  town, search online for “deaf  coffee chats” or 
go to www.meetup.com.  You can even search on 

What is a “Meetup”?  The following is a 
definition from the Meetup Website:  “Meet-
up.com helps people find others who share 
their interest or cause, and form lasting, 
influential, local community groups that regu-
larly meet face-to-face.  We believe that the 
world will be a better place when everyone 
has access to a people-powered local Meetup 
Group.”  Although organization is often done 
via e-mail messages or information posted 
online, the point is to meet each other in 
person.

Maintaining Your Skills continued from page 1
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Maintaining Your Skills continued from page 6

at 400 Lincoln Road East.  Contact:  tatobud@sbcglobal.net

ASL MEETUP GROUPS
Berkeley/Oakland.  meetup.com/Berkeley-Oakland-
ASL-Meet/
San Francisco.  meetup.com/asl-294/

Vallejo Bible Church of the Deaf.  Sunday and 
Friday services.  1640 Broadway Street, Vallejo.  For more 
information: vallejodeafchurch@yahoo.com; vallejodeaf-
church.org

Hands On Travel tours.  Small group tours in ASL.  
2011 tours are full.  2012:  Italy in March-April, Japan 
in April-May, Spain in May-June, Russia in September, 
Germany in September-October and France in October.  For 
more information and a listing of all tours go to handsontvl.
com

National Mother, Father Deaf Day.  April 24.  
Celebrated annually on the last Sunday of April as an 
opportunity for all children of Deaf parents (CODAs) to 
acknowledge their parents’ contribution to their lives.  For 
more information go to coda-international.org.  CODA Inter-
national conference, July 27-31 in Berlin, Germany.

National Sign Language & Interpreting Con-
ference.   May 6-7.  Anaheim Convention Center, 800 
West Katella Avenue, Anaheim, California.   Conference is 
targeted to sign language & interpreting students, profes-
sional interpreters, teachers and parents of deaf children.  
Information: ohsoez.com/sign_celebration/sign_celeb_
home.htm

National Association of the Deaf Spring 
Benefit Gala.  May 14, 5-10 pm.  Shattuck Hotel, 2086 
Allston Way, Berkeley.  Second annual gala celebrating 
a “new era of leadership” in recognition of the new NAD 
Chief Executive Officer Howard Rosenblum.  An elegant 
evening with cocktails, three course dinner with wine, and 
live auction.  Performance by TL Forsberg, a deaf rock star, 
CJ Jones will emcee, and appearances by Marlee Matlin & 
Bobbie Beth Scoggins, NAD President.  Individual tickets 
$150 ($75 tax-deductible) on sale May 9.  Black tie/cocktail 
attire.  nad.org/gala

Bay Area Deaf Amazing Race.  May 21, 10 am-4 pm.  
Start and finish at Dolores Park, 20th & Church Streets, San 
Francisco.  You and your teammates race around the Bay 
Area to find clues and take in the sights.  Download applica-
tion at dcara.org.  Team can be up to 5 people; registration 

Events continued from page 6

continued on page 8

craigslist.org.  Another option when you can’t find 
a meeting that fits your schedule or is close by is to 
start one yourself.

If  you are someone who finds it difficult to strike up 
a conversation or mingle with strangers, you may feel 
more comfortable working with a group of  people 
you already know, or at least with a group that has 
the same people attending each meeting.  One such 
ready-made group is your classmates.  Simply ask 
your classmates if  they would be interested in meet-
ing over the summer.  It doesn’t have to be studying; 
you could make it social time or take outings.  An-
other way to form a student group is by posting a 
message to the ASL Club listserv (send a message to 
bcc_vistaaslgroup-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to 
join, then you can post).  See the box on Page 14 for 
more information about the listserv.

The most important feature of  any of  these social 
groups is that you actually sign while you are to-
gether.  There may be times when you are tempted 
to talk, but that won’t improve your ASL!

Instead of, or in addition to, these 
ideas, you can use media to 
work on your skills.  
Watch DVDs or ASL 
educational software.  
These materials are gen-
erally designed to help 
improve your receptive 
skills, but only if  any 
voice-overs or caption-
ing is turned off.  

You can also use them to work on your expressive 
skills.  To do that, skip the exercises on the video 
and instead, copy what the Deaf  signers are doing.  
Features to watch for include:  facial expression, 
posture, eye gaze, use of  space and vocabulary.  Af-
ter watching the signer, practice signing it the same 
way.  If  you have access to a camera, film yourself  
and watch your performance compared to the signer 
on your materials.

There are a multitude of  materials out there in ad-
dition to what you already own from class.  If  you 
want to have materials for your collection to watch 
over and over, buying the items (new or used) is 

http://
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Library 
Card

fee $75.  Party afterwards at ASL WAVE, 7-10 pm, 443 
Tehama Street, San Francisco.  See the fun in photos 
from the day’s events.  Winner will be announced.  Food, 
drinks and fun.  Open to the community.  $10 admission 
fee.  Hosted by DCARA & CSD Youth Program.  Questions 
to Daniel Girard at djgirard@gmail.com.

ASL Interpreter/Ranger on Duty at  
Yosemite National Park.   To get the schedule of 
interpreted events and/or request an interpreter or other 
services for a trip to Yosemite use one of these contact 
methods: YOSE_accessibility@nps.gov or YOSE_Deaf_Ser-
vices@nps.gov or call (209) 379-1035 voice.  Information 
about Deaf Services at Yosemite in ASL video at nps.gov/
yose/planyourvisit/accessibility.htm

Douglas Tilden 5K Walk/Run for Deaf Hu-
manity.  June 5, 8 am-12 pm.  Golden Gate Park, Pea-
cock Meadow, San Francisco.  150th Tilden birthday cel-
ebration after run/walk with awards, entertainment, and 
booths. Registration fees (before May 20/after May 20): 
adults $25/35; youth (6-16) $10/15; kids 5 and under 
free.  Registration and information: dcara.org/tilden5k/; 
info@dcara.org; (510) 343-6670 VP/voice.  A collaborative 
fundraiser by Deaf-centered organizations to reflect the 
vibrant San Francisco Bay Area Deaf and signing commu-
nity and to promote Deaf humanity everywhere.

13th World Deaf Cycling Championships.  
June 10-17. Mont-Tremblant, Quebec, Canada.  The host 
committee will provide services in Langue des Signes du 
Quebec (LSQ), ASL, and international sign language.  The 
world’s best deaf men and women cyclists will compete in 
various events.  international-deaf-cycling.info/

Hearing Loss Association of America Con-
vention.  June 16-19, Arlington, VA (part of the 
Washington D.C. metro area). Information:  shhh.org or 
hearingloss.org (organization formerly known as Self Help 
for the Hard of Hearing).

American Association of the Deaf-Blind 
Symposium.  June 19-24, Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 
(across the river from Cincinnati, Ohio).  Information:  
aadb.org/conference/conference.html

American Society for Deaf Children Biennial 
Conference.  June 22-26 at the Maryland School for 
the Deaf, Frederick, Maryland.  Information: Erin Buck, 
conference chair, erin.buck@msd.edu.  ASDC is a nonprof-

Events continued from page 7

continued on page 9

Maintaining Your Skills continued from page 7

probably the best choice.  The following are some 
of  the largest sources of  ASL materials, but you can 
find more by doing an Internet search:  Dawn Sign 
Press, Harris Communications, Sign Enhancers and 
Sign Media Inc.  You may also find ASL-related items 
from major retailers like Amazon.com and others.

Rather than purchasing, particularly if  you aren’t 
sure how much you will like something or feel that 
you won’t watch it more than once, you can explore 
DVD-swapping sites, vlogs (video logs — like blogs, 
but with video) where signed information is posted, 
and social networking sites such as YouTube.  Keep 
in mind that not every signer on the Internet is worth 
imitating.  If  you have any questions or want suggest-
ed sites, check with your teacher before the semester 
ends.

An important resource for free ASL-related materi-
als is the Deaf  Services 
Center of  the San Fran-
cisco Main Library.  It 
has a large selection of  
materials that you can 
check out or use in the 
library.  Library cards are 
available to all, no mat-
ter which city you live in 
(check the Web site below 
or with library staff  about 
how to get a card).  The library is located at 100 
Larkin Street, near the Civic Center BART and Muni 
stations.  For more information, go to http://sfpl.
org/index.php?pg=0200002001.  

The main library in Fremont has a nice collection 
of  materials, too.  You can access information about 
the Fremont library at http://www.aclibrary.org/
branches/frm/default.asp?topic=FremontMain&
cat=FRMHome.  Don’t overlook your own local 
library.  Even if  it doesn’t have what you are looking 
for, most participate in interlibrary loan programs 
such as Link+,  https://csul.iii.com:443/, allowing 
you to borrow materials at no charge from libraries 
all over the state.

If  you come up with any other great ideas not listed 
here, please let me know so I can share the informa-
tion with the newsletter readers.
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it parent-helping-parent organization promoting a positive 
attitude toward signing and Deaf culture.

6th Triennial National Asian Deaf Congress.  
June 22-26.  Mudan Center, Flushing, New York.  Hosted 
by Metropolitan Asian Deaf Association.  madanynj.org

Club Saturday.  June 25.  Offered by Family Connec-
tions at the Deaf Community Center, 1550 San Leandro 
Blvd., San Leandro.  An event for both hearing and deaf 
parents with deaf, hard of hearing, and late deafened chil-
dren including hearing siblings and CODAs.  Grandparents 
and other friends welcome, too.  Activities to promote fam-
ily bonding time, ASL skills, Deaf culture.  Refreshments 
provided.  ASL & Spanish interpreters provided.  Meets 4th 
Saturday of every month excluding holidays.  Other dates 
for 2011:  July 23 in Concord, August 27 in San Jose.  
September 24 San Leandro & October 22 in Watsonville.  
For information, RSVP, accommodations contact Deborah 
O’Willow, Family Life Educator at deboarh.owillow@dcara.
org or (510) 343-6671 VP

Jewish Deaf Congress Conference.  June 29-
July 3. Orlando, Florida.  Information:  jewishdeafcongress.
org/jdcconference/index.html

Rainbow Alliance of the Deaf Conference.  
July12-16.  Denver, Colorado.  rad.org

World Federation of the Deaf World Con-
gress.  “Global Deaf Renaissance.”  July 18-24.  Durban, 
South Africa. wfd2011.com.  

National Deaf Poker Tour.  July 22 & 23.  Venetian 
hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada.  More information at Bay Area 
Deaf Poker Online at deafpokeronline.com/bayarea

25th National Conference of the National 
Black Deaf Advocates.  July 26-31.  Charlotte, North 
Carolina.  “Everyone is welcome.”  NBDA.org

Association of Medical Professionals with 
Hearing Loss Conference.  August 6-7.  Portland, 
Oregon.  AMPHL.org.

World Deaf Swimming Championships.  
August 6-13, Coimbra, Portugal.  wdsc2011portugal.
webnode.com

California Association of the Deaf Biennial 
Conference.  August 11-14 at the California School for 
the Deaf.  More information:  cad1906.org

Events continued from page 8

continued on page 10
continued on page 10

Deaf & ASL-Related 
News
Gallaudet to Eliminate Some 
Programs of Study
February 2011 Gallaudet University announced that it will 
eliminate 17 of its undergraduate and graduate programs.  
The university’s governing board made the decision to end 
the programs by August 2013 based on their long-term 
planning and strategic resource allocation. The programs 
will be phased out over time to accommodate currently 
enrolled students.

The following major degree programs will be closed:
Ed.S. Change Leadership in Education 
M.S. Administration 
Ph.D. Special Education Administration 
M.A. Deaf Studies:  Deaf History 

(note concentrations in Cultural Studies and Sign 
Language Teaching will remain)

M.S. Leisure Services Administration 
B.S. Computer Information Systems 
B.A. Chemistry:  Chemical Technology 
B.A./B.S. Computer Science 
B.A. French 
B.A. International Government 
B.A. Theatre Arts:  Educational Drama

The following minor degree programs will be closed:
Art History 
Communication Studies/English: Journalism 
French 
German 
Women’s Studies 
Religion

Source:  www.Gallaudet.edu

Sign Languages Recognized in 
Africa and Europe
Via the National Constitutional Conference, the African 
country of Zambia has recognized its native sign language 
in the national constitution.  Among the protections are 
that Zambian sign language may be used for education, 
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Deaf Seniors of America 2011 Conference.  
August 31-September 6.  Chicago, Illinois.  For more infor-
mation:  http://dsa2011-chicago.org

Akwesasne Cultural Gathering for the Deaf.  
September 8-10.  Mohawk Territory of Akwesasne, 
New York, USA & Quebec & Ontario, Canada.  The area 
straddles the international boundary of Canada and the 
United States.  DeafNative.com

Deaf Nation Expo.  October 8, 9 am-5 pm.  Trade 
show for, by, and about deaf people with entertainment 
and workshops.  Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleas-
anton Avenue, Pleasanton, CA  94566.  Free admission.  
deafnation.com

ALDAcon.  October 26-30.  Indianapolis, Indiana.  
National conference of the Association of Late Deafened 
Adults.  ALDA.org

DCARA 50th Anniversary Gala.  March 24, 2012, 
5-10 pm.  Richmond, California.  Save the date.  More 
details will be posted at DCARA.org

2012 World Deaf Athletics Championships.  
July 15-21, 2012, Toronto, Canada.  deaflympics.com/
news/enews/index.asp?ID=1531.  Volunteers needed, 
contact Macklin Youngs at myoungs@cogeco.ca.

8th Deaf History International Conference.  
July 24-29, 2012.  Toronto, Canada.  The theme of this 
triennial conference is “Telling Deaf Lives:  Biographies 
& Autobiographies.”  Hosted by the Canadian Cultural 
Society of the Deaf.  http://dhiconference2012.ca

Deaf News continued from page 9

legislative administrative or judicial purpose; that all 
languages are equal and shall be respected; and at trial 
interpreters will be provided without cost to the accused 
person.

The Government of the Republic of Kosovo recognized 
Kosovo Signed Language in September 2010.
Source: World Association of Sign Language Interpreters newsletter 
2010-04

News on the Earthquake and 
Tsunami from DeafJapan News
Koarin Okamoto and Danny Gong appear in several videos 
posted on YouTube giving information about the 9.0 
magnitude earthquake and tsunami and the aftermath.  
While not as up to date as news programs we can watch 
on television, these broadcasts are in both Japanese Sign 
Language with Japanese subtitles and American Sign 
Language with English subtitles.  Their reports contain 
general news as well as information specifically about 
the Deaf community in Japan.  The entry from March 17 
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlZosHtS2lM indicates the 
website www.h3.tv/donate-online/ to make donations to 
support Deaf victims of the earthquake and tsunami.  H3 
Network Media Alliance is a news media broadcasting 
company that provides quality video entertainment online 
in sign language to an international audience.

Events continued from page 9

Deaf Hope Wishlist
DeafHope, a nonprofit organization, established for 
and by Deaf  women to end domestic and sexual 
violence against Deaf  women and children through 
empowerment, education and services, is in need of  
specific items for direct services.  If  you are interested 
in donating an item contact them at to confirm if  they 
still have a need.  All donations are tax-deductible. 

For Survivors: 
Gasoline gift cards (Chevron, Mobil, Shell, etc.)  
Grocery gift cards (Safeway, Lucky’s)  
Gift cards for clothes (Ross, Target, Marshalls, Sears,
 Kmart, Walmart, etc.) 

Bottled water 
BART tickets & Alameda County Transit bus tickets 
(regular & youth/disabled) 

Art and Office supplies: 
Sculpey or Fimo clay in assorted colors (no kiln-

fired clay, please) 
Small and large smooth glass beads with flat edge

 for mosaics
Masking tape, duct tape, clear box wrapping tape,

scotch tape, or gift cards for any of  the follow-
ing: Michael’s, Blick’s, Staples, or Home Depot

Furniture for DeafHope Office:  
      2 loveseats, excellent quality  
      1 long couch, excellent quality 

Note: DeafHope cannot accept clothing donations 
due to Fire Department regulations. 

Contact at:  510-267-8800 TTY/voice 
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continued on page 12

Legal Issues Affecting 
the Deaf Community 
Justice Department Reaches 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
Settlement with H&R Block 
WASHINGTON - The Justice Department to-
day [January 31, 2011] announced a comprehensive 
settlement agreement under the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) with HRB Tax Group Inc., H&R 
Block Tax Services LLC and HRB Advance LLC (H&R 
Block) to ensure effective communication with individ-
uals who are deaf  or hard of  hearing in the provision 
of  income tax preparation services and courses at more 
than 11,000 owned and franchised offices nationwide.

The settlement agreement, which resolves an ADA 
complaint filed by an individual who is deaf, requires, 
among other things, that H&R Block furnish appropri-
ate auxiliary aids and services, including sign language 
interpreter services, when necessary to afford a person 
who is deaf  or hard of  hearing equal access to the 
goods, services and accommodations made available to 
others.

“By signing this agreement, H&R Block has affirmed 
its commitment to providing effective communication 
with people who are deaf  and hard of  hearing 
not only at their tax prepa-
ration offices in San  
Antonio, where the com-
plaint originated, but at their 
locations across the country,” 
said Thomas E. Perez, 
Assistant Attorney 
General for the Civil 
Rights Division. “The agreement will ensure that 
individuals who are deaf  or hard of  hearing have equal 
access to tax preparation services at more than 11,000 
offices nationwide.”

The agreement requires that H&R Block:
Provide auxiliary aids and services, including quali-
fied sign language interpreters, to persons who are 
deaf  or hard of  hearing when necessary to ensure 
effective communication of  its tax preparation ser-
vices, programs and courses;

Adopt and enforce a policy on effective communica-

tion with individuals who are deaf  or hard of  hear-
ing for all H&R Block offices nationwide, post the 
policy on its Websites and in its employee manuals, 

and distribute the policy to current 
and new employees and contractors;

Establish and maintain a list of  sign 
language interpreter providers; 

Post and maintain in a conspicu-
ous location in all reception areas of  
H&R Block offices a notice stat-
ing that individuals who are deaf  or 
hard of  hearing have a right under the 
ADA to request a sign language or oral 

interpreter or other form of  auxiliary aid or service 
if  needed; 

Provide staff  training on the ADA and H&R Block’s 
obligations to provide effective communication to 
individuals with disabilities; 

Monitor franchisees’ compliance with this require-
ment consistent with monitoring of  compliance 
with the franchise agreements and other require-
ments of  federal, state or local laws; and 

Pay $5,000 damages to the individual who filed an 
ADA complaint and a $20,000 civil penalty.

The ADA prohibits discrimination against customers 
with disabilities by businesses that serve the public. 
Among other things, the ADA requires tax prepara-
tion services, accountants, lawyers, doctors and other 
businesses to provide equal access to customers who 
are deaf  or hard of  hearing. When services such as 
tax preparation involve important, lengthy or complex 
oral communications with customers, businesses are 
generally required to provide qualified sign language 
interpreters and other auxiliary aids, free of  charge, to 
individuals who are deaf, are hard of  hearing or have 
speech disabilities. 

Other auxiliary aids may include the use of  relay ser-
vices for telephone communication, exchanging notes 
for brief  and uncomplicated communications, provid-
ing assistive listening systems and receivers in classes 
for attendees who are hard of  hearing, and providing 
captioned videos. The appropriate auxiliary aid to be 
provided depends on a variety of  factors including the 
nature, length and importance of  the communication; 
the communication skills and knowledge of  the indi-
vidual who is deaf  or hard of  hearing; and the individ-



ASL News 12

Legal Issues continued from page 11

ual’s stated need for a particular type of  auxiliary aid.

Auxiliary aids must also be provided for individuals 
who are blind or have low vision, such as materials in 
Braille, large print or accessible electronic formats such 
as e-mail or HTML, qualified readers and assistance in 
filling out forms.

Those interested in finding out more about this agree-
ment or businesses’ effective communica-
tion obligations under the ADA may call the 
Justice Department’s toll-free ADA Infor-
mation Line at (800) 514-0301 or (800) 514-
0383 (TDD), or access its ADA website at 
www.ada.gov. ADA complaints may be filed 
by e-mail to ada.complaint@usdoj.gov. 11-131

Source: Department of  Justice, Office of  Public Affairs 
press release at www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2011/January/11-
ag-131.html

Nationwide Class Action 
Lawsuit Filed Against  
Netflix
The prominent San Diego-based Weston Firm has filed 
a class action lawsuit in San Jose federal court against 
Los Gatos, California-based Netflix, Inc., alleging the 
ubiquitous provider of  on-demand streaming video 
programming failed to adequately caption its streaming 
library in violation of  the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and California law. The suit also alleges Netflix 
misled deaf  and hard of  hearing customers about the 
amount of  subtitled content available and the rate at 
which it was adding subtitled content to its online data-
base. The lawsuit’s lead plaintiff, Donald Cullen, is deaf, 
and relied on Netflix’s promises that it was working to 
subtitle its streaming video library.

“For too long Netflix has been promising its millions 
of  deaf  and hard of  hearing members that it would 
caption its streaming video library, but Netflix has been 
dragging its feet. This lawsuit was brought to ensure 
that the deaf  and hard of  hearing have full and equal 
access to content most of  us take for granted,” says 
Jack Fitzgerald, partner at the Weston Firm, which rep-
resents Mr. Cullen and the putative classes.

“This lawsuit was brought to ensure that the deaf  and 

hard of  hearing have full and equal access to content 
most of  us take for granted.”

The lawsuit alleges that after almost two years of  
promising its deaf  and hard of  hearing members more 
subtitles, today only about six percent of  Netflix’s 
streaming programming is captioned, and that Netflix’s 
captioning rate is “anemic.”

“Netflix initially released streaming to the public in 
2008. However, none of  the movies were captioned. So 

while the hearing world 
at large could enjoy this 
new feature, the deaf  
were left behind,” says 
Cullen, an activist in the 
deaf  community.

Despite its failure to 
provide adequate closed 
captioning, Netflix an-
nounced last November 
a low-priced, streaming-
only subscription op-
tion, while at the same 
time raising prices on all 

other DVD-by-mail plans. The suit charges that for the 
deaf  and hard of  hearing— for whom the streaming-
only plan is effectively useless—this amounts to unfair 
“deaf  tax.”

Gregory S. Weston, managing partner of  the Weston 
Firm says, “We are asking the court to certify a nation-
wide class and enter an injunction to bring a stop to 
Netflix’s wrongful conduct. I urge any other consumer 
that has been victimized by these tactics to contact my 
office.”

“We are asking the court to certify a nationwide class 
and enter an injunction to bring a stop to Netflix’s 
wrongful conduct.”

The case, which is styled Cullen v. Netflix, Inc., Case 
No. CV 11-1199 (N.D. Cal.), was filed on March 11, 
2011. A copy of  the Complaint is available at www.
westonfirm.com/Netflix-Complaint.pdf.

Attorney Gregory S. Weston can be reached at (858) 
488-1672, or greg@westonfirm.com. Attorney Jack 
Fitzgerald can be reached at (408) 459-0305, or jack@
westonfirm.com. More information is available at the 
firm’s Website, www.westonfirm.com.

Source:  Weston Firm Press Release
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BCC News continued from page 1

degree and 1 percent more earned a bachelor’s degree 
174,000 new jobs would be created, the state’s economy 
would grow by $20 billion and state and local tax rev-
enue would increase by $1.4 billion each year.

The California Community Colleges is the largest 
system of  higher education in the U.S., educating more 
t h a n 25 percent of  the nation’s community col-
lege students.  It serves 2.76 million students 
p e r year in 112  colleges.

In a January 2011 
report from the state 
Legislative Analyst’s 
Office on commu-
nity college fees, it 
was noted that 
the governor has 
already proposed 

an increase in fees from 
$26 per unit to $36 per unit beginning in July 
2011.  However, the Legislature might consider raising 
the fees up to as much as $66 per unit.  

Even at $36 per unit, fees in California would be the 
lowest in the nation.  Currently, a full-time student 
taking 30 units per year in California pays $780.  The 
national average for public two-year colleges (excluding 
California) for the same student is $3,075, almost four 
times as much.

The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) is a nonpartisan 
office which provides fiscal and policy information and 
advice to the Legislature.  You can find their January 
report on fees at www.lao.ca.gov/analysis/2011/high-
ered/ccc_fees_012711.aspx

Peralta Community College District’s chancellor Wise 
Allen informed district employees and students that in 
the best circumstances Peralta must cut $8 million from 
its budget.  In a worst case scenario we may have to 
cut as much as $21 million.  Allen is working with high 
level district and campus administrators to plan for a 
worse-case scenario.

One result of  cuts on our campus is that ASL 4 will 
not be offered this fall.  We will offer it in spring 2012.  
For the foreseeable future it will only be available once 
a year in spring.  There is also only one section of  ASL 
3 rather than the usual two.  We hope that there are no 
other cuts to our schedule, but it is unclear how the 
state budget deficit will be resolved and how that will 

affect us.

The members of  the ASL department suggest that you 
enroll in classes as early as possible to ensure you have 
a place and to pay your fees on time.  Students who 
do not pay their fees by the deadline will be dropped.  
Students from the waiting list will be moved into those 
empty spots.  It may be impossible to get back into 
the class at that point.  Note that even if  you enroll 
while fees are $26 per unit and pay in full at the time, 
if  the legislature subsequently raises the fee, you will 
have to pay the difference by the deadline or risk being 
dropped from your class(es).

When considering what classes to enroll in, note that 
the following courses are only available in fall semes-
ters:  ASL 55A History and Culture of  Deaf  People in 
America I, ASL 57 Structure of  ASL, and ASL 202B 
Fingerspelling & Numbers II.

Other news around the college...the Career and Trans-
fer Center has moved from its location on the first 
floor to room 243 on the second floor, near the coun-
seling offices.  There will be an 
open house in early May, but you 
are welcome to visit before 
then.  Contact informa-
tion remains the same 
for the center coordinator, 
Paula Coil, at (510) 981-2811 or 
pcoil@peralta.edu.

We welcome a new permanent 
cashier Guang Chen who is filling the 
vacancy caused by the retirement of  
our previous cashier.  Beginning Wednesday, April 13 
the cashier’s office will again have evening hours.  The 
office will be open the same evening as the admissions 
office, Wednesdays until 7 pm.

Spring Break takes place April 18-21, but the college 
is open during that time.  Some services are limited 
and some offices have reduced hours during that time.  
If  you plan to come to campus during spring break, 
confirm that the service you want is available.  April 22 
is a holiday and the campus is closed.  The last furlough 
day for permanent staff  people is this month.  Some 
staff  will be out April 15 and others April 25.  Addi-
tional furlough days may occur next school year.

Between the end of  the spring semester and the begin-
ning of  the fall semester, the college will be closed on 

continued on page 14
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BCC News continued from page 13

Interested students can join 
the ASL listserv by sending an 
e-mail message containing your 
name, class that you are enrolled 
in, and instructor’s name to 
bcc_vistaaslgroup-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com.  If you join, 
you wil l receive information 
about Deaf events, articles of 
interest, job announcements, etc.  
You can also post information, 
find other students to form a 
study group, have discussions, 
to name just a few options .  
Membership is limited to current 
or prev ious V ista/BCC ASL 
students.

Save Money, Benefit the Environ-
ment by Taking Advantage of the 
EasyPass
Peralta students enrolled in nine or more units pay an 
EasyPass fee of  $31, which entitles them to receive an 
AC Transit EasyPass via the Clipper™ regional fare 
card.  The pass is valid for unlimited travel throughout 
the semester and until the start of  the following semes-
ter.  Students can use their pass on all AC Transit lines, 
including transbay (except the Dumbarton Express) at 
any time; it is not limited only to transport to and from 

school.  Once you 
obtain a card, 

it is auto-
matically 
loaded 
each fol-
lowing 

semester in 
which you are 

entitled and meet the program requirements.

To get your EasyPass, the first step is to obtain a BCC 
student photo ID, if  you haven’t already (see informa-
tion below about obtaining a student ID).  Two weeks 
after you have your photo taken (or immediately if  you 
have already gotten an ID), stop by the cashier’s office 
to complete the AC Transit form and show your ID.  
AC Transit will also notify students by e-mail that the 
card is ready.

To obtain a student ID card, bring the following to 
room 124C:  current class schedule showing enrollment 

in at least one unit, printed receipt showing that all 
fees are paid, and a photo ID, such as a driver’s license, 
state identification card, passport, high school ID, etc.  
For more information about student ID cards at BCC, 
including when the office is open go to www.berkeleyc-
itycollege.edu/wp/student_service_programs/student-
photo-i-d-information/

Reminder:  you only need to be enrolled in one unit for 
an ID card, you must be enrolled in nine or more units 
to qualify for the EasyPass.

Your EasyPass card will have your photo on the back.  
The card is only valid for you; it may not be used by 
anyone else.  You must maintain nine units or the card 
deactivates.

For the fall semester your EasyPass is valid one week 
before the start of  instruction through one week after 
the start of  spring classes.  The spring semester pass 
is valid one week before the first day of  instruction 
and ends one week after the first day of  fall instruc-
tion, thus it is valid throughout the summer.  Using 
the EasyPass saves over 94% of  the local bus pass rate 
during the course of  a semester and 96% of  a transbay 
pass.

Fridays and all weekend as a cost savings measure.  

The 2011 Berkeley City College Commencement 
Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, May 25th, at 
7:00 p.m., at the Zellerbach Hall Auditorium on the 
U.C. Berkeley campus.  Our keynote speaker will be Dr. 
Robert Reich, Chancellor’s Professor of  Public Policy 
at Goldman’s School of  Public Policy at UC Berkeley.   

The Board of  Trustees has just announced that our 
interim chancellor Wise Allen’s contract has been ex-
tended to June 30, 2012 while we conduct a search for 
a permanent chancellor, expected to take the reins on 
July 1, 2012.
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Berkeley City College (formerly Vista Community College) is part of  the Peralta Community College District

The ASL News is published four times a year, in August/
September, November, January and April by Berkeley City 
College‘s (formerly Vista Community College) American 
Sign Language Department.  Unsolicited contributions are 
welcome, but may not be printed.  We reserve the right to 
edit submissions for length and content and to hold contri-
butions for later printing.  Opinions expressed are those of  
the writer and not necessarily those of  the college or ASL 
Department.  The ASL Department reserves all rights to 
publication.  Reprinting of  any material published in this 
newsletter is not allowed without the express permission of  
the ASL Department.

News or comments may be directed to: 
Nancy Cayton  ncayton@peralta.edu 
Berkeley City College 
2050 Center Street 
Berkeley, CA  94704 
(510) 981-2872 voice (866) 971-1994 VP

Important note about this publication for students 
with disabilities:  This publication can be made available 
in an alternate media format upon request.  Should you 
need accommodations, contact Programs & Services for 
Students with Disabilities office at (510) 981-2912 voice or 
cmassey@peralta.edu.
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Important dates during the 
summer 
(Eight-week and non-credit classes may have different dates 
or policies):

May 19 Holiday–Malcolm X Birthday observance
May 27 Spring semester ends  
May 30 Holiday–Memorial Day 
June 20    Summer session classes begin  
June 22    Last day to drop credit classes with a  
 refund 
June 25* Last day to add credit classes 
June 29 Last day to declare P/NP grading option 
June 30    Last day to drop credit classes without a 
                “W” on transcript 
July 4       Holiday–Independence Day 
July 19 Last day to drop credit classes; “W” will  
                appear on transcript 
July 25-28   Final exams for credit classes 
Aug 22 First day of  Fall 2011 term

*Campuses are closed Friday-Sunday after the 
spring semester ends until the fall semester begins.  
To add on June 24 or 25 use the Passport online 
system.


