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Standard III.B – Physical Resources 

 
Physical resources, which include facilities, equipment, land and other assets, support 
student learning programs and services and improve institutional effectiveness.  
Physical resource planning is integrated with institutional planning. 
 
III.B.1  
 
The institution provides safe and sufficient physical resources that support and assure 
the integrity and quality of its programs and services, regardless of location or means of 
delivery.  
 
III.B.1.a 
 
The institution plans, builds, maintains, and upgrades or replaces its physical resources 
in a manner that assures effective utilization and the continuing quality necessary to 
support its programs and services.  
 
Descriptive Summary 
 
Berkeley City College (BCC) is an urban college in dynamic downtown Berkeley, California.  
Located at 2050 Center Street, the College is one block west of Shattuck Avenue and two 
blocks south of University Avenue, the heart of the city.  Students at BCC are part of a 
thriving college community that mirrors the Bay Area’s ethnic, cultural, and socioeconomic 
diversity. BCC serves Northern Alameda County, which includes Albany, Berkeley, 
Emeryville, and North Oakland.  The downtown location of the College allows easy access 
for students using public transportation; BART and AC Transit services are within a block of 
the college.  Full-time students qualify for subsidized AC transit passes. 
 
With construction completed in 2006, BCC’s main building is a full modern facility that is 
not yet ten years old.  The six-story, 165,000 square foot, 2050 Center Street location serves 
as the main campus.  In 2006, the US Green Building Council awarded Berkeley City 
College LEED silver status.  The building houses a spectacular central six-story atrium with 
a skylight for natural light throughout the building; a 250-seat auditorium designed for 
lectures and multimedia arts showings; ground floor cultural space for receptions, exhibits, 
and community gatherings; three high-speed elevators; thirty classrooms that can 
accommodate for changes in teaching and technology; seven computer laboratories; five 
laboratories for biology, chemistry, and physical sciences; one specialty classroom with 
circular tables and a laptop computer cart to accommodate the Modern Language 
Department’s  needs; a Multimedia Arts Center with two large computer labs, an animation 
studio, a print lab, a photography studio, a recording studio, and video makeup suites; two 
painting and drawing studios; an adaptive technology laboratory; a Learning Resources 
Center; a Teaching and Learning Center; state-of-the-art information and audio-visual 
technology for the auditorium, classrooms, and labs (every classroom and lab is equipped 
with an Audio Visual Control Station providing access to various media, including DVDs, 
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CDs, internet, and computer-based applications); a student lounge on the top floor; a library; 
a bookstore; faculty and administrative offices; a self-service registration computer lab; a 
Student Ambassador Help Desk; and modern communications and security infrastructure 
throughout the building.   
 
In response to the 2014 Self Evaluation Survey, students indicated their satisfaction with the 
BCC facilities, 91 percent strongly agreeing or agreeing that it is safe, 82 percent strongly 
agreeing or agreeing that it is sufficient, 88 percent strongly agreeing or agreeing that it is 
accessible, and 85 percent strongly agreeing or agreeing that it provides a healthy learning 
environment. 
 
The campus’ relative newness affords a good measure of functionality and a pleasant 
aesthetic.  The main campus is appreciated as an accessible, clean, and well-lit facility. Two 
shifts of custodians and two full-time building engineers maintain the facility.  BCC has 
systems for identifying and responding to maintenance and repair demands.  With requisite 
speed and professionalism, the custodial and engineering staff assures high standards of 
upkeep. 
 
To assure well-maintained facilities, BCC employs a system of checks and responsibilities.  
All faculty, administration, staff, and students are encouraged to report malfunctioning, 
damaged, unsafe, or unclean areas of the college.  The maintenance and engineering staff 
members respond in a timely fashion to reported problems.  BCC systematically identifies, 
rectifies and documents the completion of facility-related projects.  Currently, the College 
uses MainStar, a software program that lists all equipment and maintains records of 
preventative maintenance (PM).  The software has priority levels ranging from one, meaning 
emergency status, to five, indicating a desirable outcome.  MainStar also allows the Business 
Office to place work orders (W/O) to address facility-related concerns.  PMs and W/Os are 
given to the Assistant Chief Stationary Engineer, and the work is performed according to the 
priority given.  When a PM or W/O is complete, the W/O is sent to the Chief Engineer, who 
“closes the request out.”   For documentation purposes, all of BCC’s equipment is tagged 
with inspection cards and, at a glance, staff can determine what work was performed and 
when preventative maintenance occurred. 
 
As established by the District and enacted by the College, BCC schedules routine 
maintenance of its facilities.  The routine maintenance program follows district protocol with 
schedules pertaining to standard elements: system-level operation and maintenance 
information such as physical descriptions, functional descriptions, troubleshooting, 
preventative maintenance procedures and schedules, corrective maintenance repair 
requirements, parts lists, significant drawings, and equipment specific information.  This is 
organized into a centralized vendor/manufacturer data library.  Preventative maintenance is 
performed as budget and manpower allows.  Priority for maintenance resources in capital and 
manpower is given to as-needed projects.   
 
The Berkeley City College Business Office coordinates routine maintenance.  Work orders 
are processed though the Business Office, sometimes working in collaboration with the 
Peralta District Department of General Services.   
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In support of scheduled maintenance and capital equipment upgrades, BCC receives funds 
allocated to the District from the state and distributed to the colleges.        
 
In addition to the main campus, BCC presently leases space at 2070 Allston Way, one block 
south of the main campus.  This site, known as South Campus, provides 8,000 square feet of 
space for classrooms, a learning community meeting area, conference rooms, a student 
lounge, a tutoring facility, a Veteran’s center, and support staff and faculty offices.  To 
accommodate community needs and robust enrollment growth, the College offers courses at 
off-campus sites.  The University of California at Berkeley (UC Berkeley) provides the most 
frequently utilized off-campus site.  Presently, BCC uses six classrooms at UC Berkeley 
during evening hours, which can accommodate over 20 class sections per week.  
Occasionally, the College also offers courses at local community centers and public schools.    
 
The District provides funding for faculty and staff parking in a garage adjacent to the BCC 
campus.  Reserved handicapped parking spots are located directly in front of the College’s 
main entrance and within the parking garage.   
 
Since 2009, BCC has completed a number of infrastructure improvements to exceed 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.  The installation of electronic door 
openers and upgraded signage are two measures by which the college fulfills its commitment 
to access for all students.  The process for determining safety and sufficiency in off-campus 
sites involves an initial walk-through of the sites and feedback from instructors and students 
who attend classes at these various locations. UC Berkeley, public community centers, and 
public school sites are required to meet the same safety and ADA standards as the College 
itself.    
 
In order to meet present demand and growing enrollment, and to effectively utilize BCC’s 
available facilities, the College and District administrators coordinate planning for 
improvements and physical growth.  In 2008, the District’s Department of General Services 
contracted with WLC Architects to assist BCC in developing the 2008 Berkeley City College 
Facilities Master Plan.  To integrate physical resource planning with instructional planning, 
in 2009, MAAS, Incorporated was commissioned to provide professional support to BCC in 
developing the 2009 Berkeley City College Integrated Educational and Facilities Master 
Plan, which is currently in the process of being updated. The Plan provides direction for 
improving the College’s services to students and the community. It is a dynamic document, 
flexible enough to adjust to new issues and needs that may arise. 
 
The development of this plan necessitated an assessment of allocations of space and 
utilization of facilities according to standard practices and California regulations.  The space 
standards, as prescribed by the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (Sections 57000-
57140) were based upon needs for each space category – classroom, teaching lab, faculty and 
staff offices, and others.  To project the future need for facilities in the coming decade, for 
example, a state formula designed for colleges generating less than 140,000 WSCH 
(140,000/30 = 4,667 FTES) was used for BCC, translating into a factor of 47.3 assignable 
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square footage (ASF) per 100 WSCH (or 47.3 ASF/3.33 FTES) for lecture rooms, since 
BCC’s enrollment size qualified for this higher ratio. 
 
After the permanent building was opened, BCC began the “build out” in 2010 by converting 
“inactive” space of ASF into classrooms, teaching labs, faculty and staff offices, and storage.  
The build out, which was completed in 2012, placed 14,778 ASF in active use.   
 
In Fall 2014, the District entered into a contract to purchase a 25,000 square foot building, 
which is in close proximity to BCC’s main campus.   The additional space afforded by the 
new building is key to the College’s ability to meet growing institutional needs. Funding for 
the purchase of the new BCC site is available through Measure A capital funds.  
 
Self Evaluation 
 
The College meets this Standard.  Built wholly within the last decade, BCC’s main building 
remains a state-of-the-art learning institution that assures the integrity and quality of 
programs and services. Additionally, the College plans, builds, maintains, and upgrades or 
replaces its physical resources in a manner that assures effective utilization and the 
continuing quality necessary to support its programs and services. 
 
In order to provide sufficient resources to meet the demands of student growth, the College is 
working to acquire new facilities, as recommended in the 2009 Berkeley City College 
Integrated Educational and Facilities Master Plan.    
 
Actionable Improvement Plan 
 
While the College meets this Standard, BCC is working to acquire additional building space 
in order to meet growing enrollment and student needs. 
 
 
III.B.1.b  
 
The institution assures that physical resources at all locations where it offers courses, 
programs, and services are constructed and maintained to assure access, safety, security, 
and a healthful learning and working environment. 
 
Descriptive Summary 
 
Maintaining a safe, accessible, and healthful environment stands as a priority of Berkeley 
City College’s administration, staff, and faculty.  Likewise, the District supports all measures 
necessary to ensure these crucial institutional goals.  Accordingly, all sites used by BCC for 
instruction, administration, and support services are maintained with integrity.   The College 
dedicates significant resources to assure compliance with state and federal mandates 
regarding access, safety, and healthfulness, while also striving to uphold commitments to 
providing an aesthetic conducive to learning and instruction.   
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BCC’s main campus stands out for quality of construction and newness of its physical 
infrastructure.  Completed in 2006, the main campus was built to respond to all contemporary 
demands for safety, access, and healthfulness.  Presently, the College meets or surpasses all 
general and specific state and federal codes for safety and healthfulness.  The campus 
exceeds American with Disabilities Act (ADA) codes.  South Campus likewise meets state 
and federal codes for safety and healthfulness, along with complying with ADA 
requirements.  Buildings used for instruction at UCB also meet all regulations of the state and 
federal government, in terms of safety and access.     
 
The Office of Risk Management at the District provides support for the safety and 
healthfulness of the Berkeley City College main campus.  Periodic training for emergency 
response and evacuation is organized by the District Office and carried out at BCC.  
Members of the BCC staff, faculty, and administration regularly participate in federal 
disaster management protocol training.  The College is prepared to utilize National Incident 
Management Systems concepts and principles to ensure effective and integrated preparedness, 
planning, and response to potential problems and emergencies.  
 
During certain staff development sessions, faculty, staff, and administrators receive training 
in CPR and use of defibrillators.  The training sessions are held regularly and organized 
through the District.  BCC has numerous defibrillator packs distributed throughout the 
campus.     
 
The main campus is staffed by a minimum of two security guards at all times when the 
campus is open.  BCC employs the private security firm Securitas.  One guard is posted at 
the front desk, the entryway for all students, faculty, and administrators.  A second guard 
patrols the building.  To complement the Securitas officers, BCC employs student safety 
aides, who operate within the Office of Student Services.  They receive training from the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s department for emergency evacuation protocol and are certified in 
CPR as well.  These safety aides are on duty at BCC from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.     
 
BCC’s Safety Committee provides support to enhance the College’s safety practices; 
encourage employees to participate in the safety process for the betterment of all concerned; 
advise on the formulation and dissemination of policies, practices and procedures that 
promote health and safety; act as a problem solving group regarding the identification and 
control of hazards; help to resolve health and safety issues; and assist College and District 
Administrators in the planning of actions to promote occupational health and safety. This 
includes helping to set priorities to control hazards.  The Committee is scheduled to meet 
twice per semester and also convenes on an as-needed basis.   
 
The College’s Department of Risk Management administers an annual schedule of safety 
training for all employees.  Training provided includes but is not limited to sessions on 
hazardous materials management; blood-borne pathogens and chemical safety; emergency 
preparedness and evacuation; and science laboratory safety. 
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BCC works with a property and liability insurance provider to conduct annual reviews of 
facilities condition risks.  As a member of the Alliance of Schools for Cooperative Insurance 
Programs (ASCIP), the College is provided with loss control and safety audits as part of its 
continuing efforts to help control cost by reducing loss exposures. Each audit is an advisory 
tool designed to help recognize hazards and take corrective actions that will reduce the risk 
of liability and Workers' Compensation claims, and to help avoid regulatory penalties.  The 
audits also provide a planning tool in that they establish a baseline from which the District 
can develop long-term budgetary plans for improvement. 
 
Currently, BCC participates in regular basic property and liability audits, a general review of 
locations concentrating on areas representing the greatest potential liability or property risk; 
and the development of a descriptive photo-documented report containing the audit findings 
and offering practical recommendations.  The basic audit format includes a review, in 
general, of the following areas: electrical, mechanical HVAC, maintenance and warehouse 
areas; art, labs, science and technology classrooms; representative academic classrooms and 
administrative areas; theaters, and auditoriums; equipment and facilities; and general life 
safety and property conservation issues.    
 
BCC’s main campus is constructed of materials that do not give off volatile organic 
compounds.  HVAC refrigerants contain no chlorofluorocarbons.  The building was 
constructed entirely with recycled, asbestos-free natural fibers as insulation and is fire 
retardant.  An air exchange system circulates fresh air through the building by drawing air 
through the six-story central atrium and refreshing it externally.  
 
The Department of Risk Management performs air tests on a routine basis.  This Department 
recently conducted C02 testing at BCC and concluded that the environmental air quality is 
good. The air quality assessment included tests for mold, dust, and organic contaminants; 
results were well within standards and guidelines.  One example serves to illustrate how the 
results of these tests ensure quality.  As stated by Greg Valentine, Director of Risk 
Management,  
 

The results reveal that our HVAC management system is working properly although 
the results from Room 032 were higher than I would like at 11:00 p.m.  As a result of 
our testing, all CO2 set points were lowered in order to allow the HVAC management 
system to increase airflow to any room where CO2 is on the rise.  This increased 
airflow will reduce the rise in CO2 levels before the CO2 level reaches a level 
requiring further management.  In addition, we are paying particular attention to 
Room 032 where the set point is now set lower at 700 ppm. 
 

The Department of Labor, NIOSHA, and California Department of Industrial Relations, 
OSHA provide the following guidance on CO2 management:  
 

Properly ventilated buildings should have carbon dioxide levels between 600ppm and 
1,000 ppm, with a floor or building average of 800 ppm or less. If average carbon 
dioxide levels within a building are maintained at less than 800 ppm, with appropriate 
temperature and humidity levels, complaints about indoor air quality should be 
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minimized. If carbon dioxide levels are greater than 1,000 ppm, complaints may 
occur. Therefore, 1,000 ppm should be used as a guideline for improving ventilation. 
If a building exceeds this guideline, it should NOT be interpreted as a hazardous or 
life-threatening situation.  An elevated carbon dioxide level is only an indication of an 
inadequate amount of outside air being brought into a building. 

 
As part of BCC’s testing protocol, the College’s independent industrial hygienist will 
perform a series of tests in the building for CO2 to measure the effectiveness of the College’s 
enhanced control methodology. In addition to testing by the Department of Risk 
Management, air quality evaluations are provided through HVAC systems managed by BCC 
engineers. 
 
All classrooms and labs are equipped with telephones that link with campus security and can 
be used to reach Berkeley police.  Call buttons in the elevators link with campus security, and 
each restroom has a call box that directly contacts campus security and Berkeley police. 
Lights in classrooms, labs, and offices switch on automatically with remote motion detectors.  
This lighting system assures that no one will enter an unlit space and also reduces the use of 
energy throughout the building.    
   
BCC’s South Campus meets acceptable standards of accessibility, safety, healthfulness, and 
security.  Recent improvements have included new paint, new furniture and new ceiling tiles.  
South Campus is ADA access compliant; Berkeley City College administrators and staff 
conducted two PSSD/DSPS tours of the facility in September 2014 in order to confirm this.  
By contract, the property owner of the South Campus building handles maintenance and 
custodial work.  For matters of security, Securitas is on South Campus when it is open, 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.   
 
The Facilities Master Plan contains improvements to campus security measures, including an 
increased number of security cameras and panic buttons. Security gates between the Library 
and Learning Resource Center have been installed.  
  
Self Evaluation 
 
The College meets this Standard.  The main campus surpasses state and federal standards for 
safety, healthfulness, and accessibility.  BCC dedicates significant resources to maintaining 
its state-of-the-art main campus and assures that all working and learning areas are 
environmentally sensitive, accessible, healthful, and safe.  Due to its relative newness, the 
main campus is fully up to code for U.S. Department of State architect standards and 
certified by the U.S. Green Building Council as a leader in the use of “green” technology.   
Other locations, such as South Campus, meet acceptable standards for accessibility, safety, 
security, and healthfulness. 
 
In response to the 2014 Self Evaluation, 85 percent of faculty, staff, and administrators 
strongly agreed or agreed that BCC provides a healthy learning environment, and 91 percent 
that it provides safe facilities.  Students responding to the survey offered strong positive 
appraisal of the college facilities.  
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Actionable Improvement Plan 
 
None. 
 
 
III.B.2, III.B.2.a 
 
To assure the feasibility and effectiveness of physical resources in support of 
institutional programs and services, the institution plans and evaluates its facilities and 
equipment on a regular basis, taking utilization and other relevant data into account. 
(III.B.2) 
 
Long-range capital plans support institutional improvement goals and reflect 
projections of the total cost of ownership of new facilities and equipment. (III.B.2.a) 
 
Descriptive Summary 
 
Facilities master planning is one component of the College’s overall Education Master Plan.  
Unit planning, program review, curriculum review, and shared governance committee 
processes contribute to the physical improvement agenda for the College.  Plans for growth 
and maintenance are data driven in terms of enrollment, demand, and need.  The process for 
shared governance relating to improvement goals within the College is laid out in the Shared 
Governance Manual. 
 
On both the district and college level, the shared governance model delineates 
responsibilities of committees in planning and decision-making.  As part of this model, 
Berkeley City College has a Facilities Committee that performs a central role in establishing 
goals and setting improvement priorities.  The master planning priorities were developed 
collaboratively through discussions at district level planning committees and the College 
planning committees. In its planning processes, the College prioritizes based on its Mission, 
Vision, and Values, focusing primarily on student success, but also on building a culture of 
collaboration though its shared governance structure. 
 
BCC utilizes scheduling strategies to make best use of the College’s limited space.  
Classrooms are used to maximum capacity, including a robust Saturday schedule and 
maximization of rented space. 
 
In terms of physical growth and ability to meet institutional needs, one of the most 
consequential long-range improvement goals is presently being addressed.  As mentioned in 
the descriptive summaries of Standards III.B.1 and III.B.1.a, BCC is in the process of 
purchasing a nearby property with 25,000 square feet that can be expanded for a total of 
30,000 square feet.  This space could house between eight and twelve classrooms that will 
hold between 40-60 students each, as well as additional conference rooms, additional student 
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support space for tutoring and learning technologies, space for student groups, faculty spaces 
to serve students during office hours, and/or a Welcome Center. The College will use its 
shared governance processes to communicate about and plan for the new building. 
 
Self Evaluation 
 
The College meets this Standard.  BCC uses and documents its planning processes to 
evaluate its facilities and equipment and make plans for improvement.  These processes will 
be critical in planning for the use of BCC’s new building. 
 
Actionable Improvement Plan 
 
None.   
 
 
III.B.2.b 
 
Physical resource planning is integrated with institutional planning. The institution 
systematically assesses the effective use of physical resources and uses the results of the 
evaluation as a basis for improvement. 
 
Descriptive Summary 
 
Berkeley City College conducts tri-annual Program reviews and, in the intervening years, 
annual program updates (APUs), which utilize data-driven assessments that lead to resource 
requests and planning initiatives, including those related to facilities and equipment.  
Program reviews and APU’s inform all decisions regarding physical resource planning and 
institutional planning, as they inform the work of shared governance committees involved in 
planning. 
 
As mentioned in the descriptive summaries of Standards III.B.1. and III.B.1.a, BCC has 
experienced significant enrollment growth for the previous five years.  Studies conducted by 
the College and District during 2008-13 show dramatic increase in student demand.  Due to 
greater demand than anticipated in earlier studies, BCC has reoriented previous plans for 
facilities growth and taken a more aggressive approach toward resource expansion.  
Enrollment growth at BCC indeed significantly outpaced the space projection used as the 
baseline when developing facilities planning strategies in 2008.  For example, the Fall 2007 
FTES of 1,532 that was used as a baseline increased by 16 percent to 1,780 in Fall 2008, 
followed by another jump of 14 percent to 2,032 in Fall 2009. In order to address this rate of 
growth, BCC and the District developed plans for the purchase of a 25,000 square foot 
building, as mentioned previously.     
 
To assure the feasibility and effectiveness of physical resources in supporting institutional 
programs and services, the District and College have been implementing BCC’s Facilities 
Master Plan in phases, ahead of the original schedule:   
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Phases I and II (2009-14, originally 2009-18): Peralta Community College District and 
Berkeley City College completed the interior renovations of the College’s main campus, 
referred to as the “build out” of general education classrooms, laboratories, and large lecture 
spaces, to accommodate the needs of a rapidly growing college.  In order to meet its 
increasing space needs, the College leased space at the annex/South Campus and continued 
to offer classes at the U.C. Berkeley campus in the evenings. In 2014, the College completed 
the modernization of the South Campus. 
 
Phase III (2014-22, originally 2018-22): To meet enrollment demand, BCC will secure a 
nearby building for further expansion.  The purchase of this nearby building was approved by 
the Peralta Community College District Board of Trustees in November 2014.  This building 
could house between eight and twelve classrooms that will hold between 40-60 students, 
additional conference rooms, and additional student support space for tutoring and learning 
technologies, in addition to space for student groups and/or a Welcome Center.  There may 
be additional offices for faculty and staff and/or an additional computer/homework lab space 
to increase student success. The details will be developed through a shared governance 
process. The College will continue to develop the facilities, based on student needs, as 
reflected in the Facilities Master Plan. 
 
Systematic assessment of Berkeley City College facilities takes place in a number of ways.  
Program reviews and annual program updates regularly evaluate facility use and 
maintenance.  These documents, along with the Education Master Plan and Facilities Master 
Plan, govern decisions made regarding physical resources.  BCC also submits a Five-Year 
Construction Plan to the state; in this document, physical resources are assessed and 
evaluations for future growth are discussed.       
 
Self Evaluation 
 
The College meets this Standard.  BCC continually assesses its physical resource needs, 
including facilities, equipment, land, and other assets, and integrates physical resource 
planning with institutional planning though program reviews, annual program updates, 
technology plans, and educational master plans, which inform shared governance committee 
planning.  
 
Actionable Improvement Plan 
 
None. 
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